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REPORT. 


It  is  with  mingled  feelings  that  your  Committee  present  this 
their  first  Report.  They  regret  that  the  work  begun  now  three 
years  ago  should  have  made  so  little  apparent  progress.  They  feel, 
however,  that  many  of  the  difficulties  which  stood  in  their  way  at 
the  outset  have  now  been  removed ; and  it  is  with  the  deepest 
gratitude  that  they  find  themselves  able  to  announce,  as  an  earnest 
of  future  progress,  the  commencement  of  the  building  of  the  first 
portion  of  the  Institution  which  it  has  been  their  primary  object  to 
secure. 

When  the  Committee  entered  upon  their  duties  the  Institution 
in  Gayfield  Square  was  still  in  full  operation,  under  the  conduct  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brodie.  The  smallness  of  the  accommodation,  and  the 
inadequate  nature  of  the  appliances  at  their  disposal,  had  by  that 
time  rendered  it  apparent  that  other  arrangements  must  be  made 
if  the  Institution  was  to  continue  to  be  efficiently  conducted.  The 
Committee,  therefore,  made  it  their  first  object  to  secure  more 
suitable  premises,  to  which  the  Institution  might  be  removed.  In 
the  course  of  their  inquiries  they  heard  of  many  places  in  all 
respects  suitable,  but  the  mention  of  the  purpose  for  which  the 
premises  were  proposed  to  be  taken  was  in  all  cases  at  once  the 
signal  for  a suspension  of  negotiations  on  the  part  of  the  landlords. 
In  these  circumstances,  Dr.  Brodie  removed  a part  of  his  pupils 
to  Colinton  Bank  ; and  some  very  hopeful  cases  were  unavoidably 
returned  to  their  homes.  The  Committee,  on  23d  January  1860, 
presented  to  Dr.  Brodie  £60  out  of  the  sums  collected  to  assist  him 
in  maintaining  several  pupils  who  were  not  self-supporting. 

Your  Committee,  finding  that  their  efforts  to  secure  a suitable 
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bouse  were  unavailing,  determined  to  purchase  land  with  the 
view  of  building  an  Institution.  In  this  endeavour  they  had  for 
a time  to  encounter  the  same  difficulty  which  had  beset  their 
efforts  in  looking  out  for  a house  already  built ; they  have  at 
last  obtained  a feu  of  five  acres,  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of,  and 
easy  access  from  the  Larbert  Station  of  the  Scottish  Central  Rail- 
way. The  Committee  employed  Mr.  F.  T.  Pilkington  to  prepare 
a plan  of  an  Institution  suitable  to  accommodate  two  hundred  chil- 
dren. He,  in  order  to  make  himself  master  of  the  subject,  visited 
the  principal  Institutions  of  a kindred  nature  in  England,  and  has 
furnished  the  Committee  with  very  elegant  plans  ; the  cost  of  erec- 
tion, he  estimates,  will,  when  the  whole  is  completed,  not  exceed 
£50  per  child.  This  the  Committee  consider  as  a reasonable 
expense,  and  they  have  ascertained  that  similar  Institutions  else- 
where have  not  cost  less  than  £100  per  inmate.  The  first  part  of 
the  proposed  Institution  is  now  in  course  of  erection  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £1800.  When  completed,  it  will  afford  ac- 
commodation for  28  or  30  pupils.  The  accommodation  being, 
however,  limited,  and  the  means  of  classification  therefore  small, 
it  has  been  determined,  in  conformity  with  the  advice  of  the 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy,  that  no  pauper  children  should  be  taken 
as  boarders  at  present.  The  building  is  so  far  advanced  as  to 
enable  the  Committee  to  contemplate  its  being  opened  in  the  course 
of  next  autumn. 

The  Committee  desire  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  efforts  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Society  by  a Ladies’  Auxiliary  Committee  formed 
in  Edinburgh  some  months  ago.  That  Committee  has  prosecuted 
its  design  with  such  success  that,  since  commencing  operations  in 
April  last,  no  less  a sum  than  £1350  has,  through  its  instru- 
mentality, been  collected. 

This  sum  is  principally  made  up  of  small  contributions;  and 
the  efforts  made  appear  to  your  Committee  to  be  valuable,  not 
more  on  account  of  the  money  which  has  been  collected,  than  on 
account  of  the  amount  of  information  which  has  been  diffused,  and 
of  the  prejudices  known  to  exist  in  the  public  mind  which  have 
been  removed.  Your  Committee  have  long  felt  that  the  lack  of 
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the  knowledge  of  what  could  be  done,  and  the  prejudices  with 
which  they  have  been  met  in  many  unexpected  quarters,  have  been 
the  great  obstacles  to  their  progress,  and  they  are  glad  to  think 
that  the  agency  of  their  Christian  sisters  has,  under  the  Divine  bless- 
ing, been,  in  a remarkable  way,  the  means  of  removing  these  diffi- 
culties. 

The  Committee  are  desirous  of  forming  Auxiliary  Associations 
throughout  the  country.  Such  Associations  have  already  been 
formed  at  Aberdeen,  Kilmaraock,  Perth,  Peebles,  and  Stirling. 

From  the  statement  of  funds,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Committee 
have  sufficient  means  for  the  erection  of  the  first  portion  of  the 
building  at  Larbert.  They  are  still  without  funds  to  furnish  it ; 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  expenses  the  first  year  or  two  will  be 
considerably  larger  than  may  be  reasonably  looked  for  in  future. 
Subscriptions  or  donations  are  therefore  earnestly  requested.  The 
present  building  is  but  the  commencement  of  what  is  a great  neces- 
sity in  our  country.  The  Committee  believe  that  the  object  they 
have  in  view  is  one  which  must  be  accomplished,  and  that  with  an 
Institution  in  operation  they  will  have  no  difficulty  in  extending 
its  limits,  as  the  necessities  of  the  case  may  require. 

It  is  known  to  the  Committee  that  there  are  many  Imbecile  Chil- 
dren whose  guardians  could  not  pay  the  necessary  board  for  them 
at  an  institution.  They  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  Society 
that  a fund  should  be  collected  annually,  from  which  the  board  of 
such  children  should  be  paid  or  supplemented  ; the  right  of  electing 
the  cases  to  receive  such  assistance  to  lie  with  the  subscribers. 

The  Committee  have,  at  various  times,  had  under  their  con- 
sideration the  desirableness  of  endeavouring  to  procure  the  recogni- 
tion by  the  State  of  the  claims  of  Pauper  Imbecile  Children,  as 
regards  their  training. 

With  this  view,  a deputation  from  the  Society  (including,  among 
others,  Sir  John  S.  Forbes,  Bart. ; Mr.  Stirling  of  Keir,  M.P.  ; Mr. 
A.  M.  Dunlop,  M.P. ; Mr.  Adam  Black,  M.P.  ; Drs.  Coxe,  Browne, 
and  Mitchell,  Commissioners  in  Lunacy;  Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  Coldstream, 
and  Dr  Brodie)  waited  upon  the  Lord  Advocate  in  the  course  of 
last  winter,  and  they  are  not  without  hopes  that,  in  the  forthcoming 
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lunacy  Act,  some  measure  such  as  they  contemplate  maybe  intro- 
duced. In  the  present  state  of  the  law  there  is  no  provision  for 
•sending  such  Imbecile  Children  as  are  dangerous  to  themselves  or 
others  to  a training  institution.  They  must  he  confined  in  Poorhouses 
or  in  Lunatic  Asylums.  Even  as  regards  those  who  are  fatuous,  hut 
not  dangerous,  parochial  boards  could  not  be  made  to  send  their  chil- 
dren to  an  institution,  and  it  would  lie  with  themselves  to  consider 
-whether  it  would  he  advantageous  to  do  so.  The  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Supervision  for  1853,  referring  to  the  Institution  for 
Inbeciles  at  Baldovan,  near  Dundee,  contains  the  following  : — 

“ We  do  not  doubt  that  many  pauper  children  who,  by  treatment 
in  such  an  Institution,  might  have  been  made  capable  of  maintain- 
ing themselves,  have,  for  want  of  such  means  of  instruction,  remained 
helpless  burdens  on  their  parishes  throughout  their  lives.” 

From  this  statement,  it  is  thought  not  improbable  that  the 
Board  of  Supervision  would  again  recommend  the  subject  to  the 
consideration  of  Parochial  Boards.  As  to  the  means  by  which 
Pauper  Children  are  to  be  educated,  it  is  thought  that  the  Parochial 
Boards  should  themselves  subscribe  the  funds  necessary  to  build 
accommodation  for  this  purpose.  Indications  have  not  been  want- 
ing that  they  may  be  willing  to  do  so,  and  it  might  be  arranged 
that  the  Boards  would  be  entitled  to  a preference  for  their  children, 
in  respect  of,  and  according  to,  the  amount  of  their  subscriptions. 
It  will  also  be  for  consideration  whether  or  not  power  should  be 
asked  from  the  Legislature,  by  which  the  sending  of  Imbecile 
Children,  depending  upon  public  support,  to  such  an  institution 
might,  under  certain  restrictions,  he  rendered  compulsory  upon 
those  who  have  the  charge  of  them. 

The  Committee  desire  to  express  their  very  deep  sense  of  the 
valuable  services  which  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brodie  have  rendered  to  the 
cause.  Dr.  Brodie  has  now  devoted  seven  years  of  his  life  to  the 
subject.  Neglecting  the  rewards  which  a professional  career  held 
out  to  him,  he  has,  amidst  much  that  was  discouraging,  and  very 
little  that  was  hopeful,  continued  stedfast  at  his  post ; while  others 
seemed  almost  to  he  hoping  against  hope,  he  has  remained  as  the 
rallying  point ; and  it  is  in  a great  measure  owing  to  his  perseverance 
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that  the  present  measure  of  success  is  to  be  attributed.  It  is  with 
unfeigned  gratitude  that  the  Committee  are  now  able  to  announce 
that  Dr.  Brodie  has  consented  to  act  as  Resident  Physician  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Institution  when  opened.  That  his  dis- 
interested labours,  so  long  unappreciated,  may  now  bear  abundant 
fruit,  will  be  the  earnest  wish  of  all  who  desire  the  success  of  the 
object. 

The  Committee  desire  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance 
and  invariable  courtesy  which  they  have  always  received  from  the 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy. 

The  Committee  desire  also  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the 
subscriptions  already  received.  Their  special  thauks  are  due  to  the 
representatives  of  the  late  Alexander  Cowan,  Esq.  Mr.  Cowan  had, 
shortly  before  his  death,  agreed  to  contribute  to  the  Society  a sum  of 
£500.  He  died  without  having  paid  this  subscription,  and  did  not 
leave  any  written  expression  of  his  desire  that  it  should  be  paid  ; 
his  representatives,  however,  in  the  handsomest  manner,  when  the 
subject  was  brought  before  them,  at  once  agreed  that  Mr.  Cowan’s 
expressed  desire  should  receive  effect.  They  likewise  desire  speci- 
ally to  acknowledge  the  contribution  of  £250  received  from  the 
Ferguson  Bequest;  and  a contribution  by  James  Cunningham, 
Esq.,  and  John  Cowan,  Esq.,  of  the  furniture  which  was  in  use  in 
the  Institution  in  Gayfield  Square. 

The  acknowledgments  of  the  Committee  are  also  due  to  the 
Rev.  William  Arnot,  for  the  very  valuable  appeal  written  by  him 
for  general  distribution,  which  has  been  productive  of  much  good. 

The  Committee  take  this  opportunity  also  of  expressing  their 
thanks  to  Messrs.  Neill  & Co.,  and  Messrs.  Nelson  & Sons,  for 
their  very  valuable  contributions  in  printing. 

To  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  press,  who  have  shown  a 
marked  interest  in,  and  rendered  material  service  to,  the  cause,  the 
thanks  of  the  Committee  are  also  due. 


ABSTRACT  OF  TREASURER’S  ACCOUNTS 


From  9th  February  1859  to  31  st  January  1862. 


CHARGE  AGAINST  THE  TREASURER. 

1 . Subscriptions  and  Donations  received — 

Amount  collected  by  collector  in  Edinburgh  during  the  year  1859,  £49  4 0 

Received  by  Treasurer — 

From  tbe  Trustees  of  the  late  John  Ferguson,  Esq.  of  Cairn- 
brock,  9th  June  1859,  ....  £250  0 0 

Sundry  Subscriptions  in  1859  and  1860,  . 14  17  0 

264  17  0 

Amount  collected  by  Ladies’  Auxiliary  Association  for  the 
building  purposes  of  the  Society,  from  28th  February  1861 
to  31st  January  1862, 1213  0 9 

£1527  1 9 

Note. — Besides  this  sum  there  is  known  to  have  been 
collected,  but  not  yet  received,  £150. 

2.  Sum  realized  by  sale  of  Tickets  for  Breakfast  Meeting  in 

May  1861 5 14  0 

3.  Interest  allowed  by  the  British  Linen  Company  on  Treasurer’s 

Bank  Account — 

For  period  ending  14th  April  1860,  . . £4  12  11 

For  year  ending  15th  April  1861,  • 6 4 1 

10  17  0 


Sum  of  the  Charge,  £1543  12  9 


DISCHARGE. 

1.  Sum  paid  Dr.  Brodie,  27th  January  1860,  to  aid  in  maintaining  several  orphans 

over  a period  of  three  years,  voted  to  him  per  Directors  Minute  of  23d 
January  1860, 

2.  Sum  paid  Mr.  Robertson,  Contractor,  to  account,  for  mason  work, 

at  Larbert  Institution,  21st  January  1862, 

Carry  forward, 


£210  0 0 


r W C CL) 
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Brought  forward, 

3.  Expenses  attending  furniture  formerly  in  the  premises  occupied 
by  the  Institution  in  Gayfield  Square 

Premiums  of  Insurance  for  two  years  to 

Candlemas  1862, 

Accounts  to  Dalgleish  and  Forrest,  Auc- 
tioneers, for  removing  and  storing  furniture, 


£210  0 0 


£2  8 0 
8 11  6 


4.  Travelling  expenses  of  deputations  visiting  sites  for  the  Institu- 

tion, . 

5.  Expenses  of  Breakfast  Meeting  in  May  1861,  • 

6.  Expenses  of  Management  and  Miscellaneous  Disbursements— 

Printing, 4 ® 

Advertising 15  8 

Postages,  Stationery,  and  incidental  expenses,  17  12  4 

Commission  to  Collectors,  • 5 3 4 


Sum  op  the  Discharge, 


10  19  6 

8 8 0 

6 13  0 


The  Sum  of  the  Charge  is, 

The  Sum  of  the  Discharge  is, 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  Society  at  31st  January  1862, 
Composed  of — 

Balance  in  British  Linen  Company’s  Bank,  . £1218  1 6 

Balance  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  . . 10  11  10 

Balance  in  hands  of  Ladies’  Committee,  . 110  5 


77 

8 

6 

£313 

9 

0 

£1543 

12 

9 

313 

9 

0 

£1230 

3 

9 

1230  3 9 


The  Funds  of  the  Society  are  as  follows : — 

Amount  in  Bank  and  Treasurer’s  hands,  as  above,  . . . £1230  3 9 

Legacy  by  the  late  Alexander  Cowan,  Esq.,  to  be  paid  when 

required,  ..........  500  0 0 

Sum  paid  Contractor  towards  building  Institution,  . . 150  0 0 


Amount  of  Funds  at  31st  January  1862, 


£1880  3 9 


Edinburgh,  \9th  February  1862.  — I have  examined  the  Accounts  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Society  for  the  Education  of  Imbecile  Youth  in  Scotland,  from 
9th  February  1859  to  31st  January  1862,  and  compared  the  same  with  the  Vouchers, 
and  I beg  to  report  that  I have  found  these  Accounts,  of  which  an  abstract  pre- 
pared by  me  is  prefixed,  correctly  stated  and  sufficiently  vouched. 

DAVID  PEARSON,  C.A. 


LIST  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


JVo  Subscription  or  Donation  of  less  them  Ten  Shillings  is  inserted. 

As  the  majority  of  the  Lady  Collectors  did  not  return  their  Collecting  Cards,  the 
amount  collected  by  them  will  be  found  under  their  own  names  as  one  sum. 


Abercrombie,  Misses,  per  Mrs.  W.  J. 

Menzies,  . . ' . ' . .” 

Aberfeldy,  per  Mrs.  Bowie  Campbell, 
Aberfeldy,  per  Miss  Kippen,  . 
Adamson,  Miss,  Nelson  Street,  collected 


£5  '0 
18  1G 
2 5 
by,  17  13 


Adie,  Richard,  Esq.,  per  Mrs.  W.  J.  Menzies,  5 A 
Airth  Village,  per  Mrs.  Graham,  . . 10 

Allinson,  Mrs.,  collected  by,  . . . ' 10  6 

Anderson,  Mrs.  Findlay,  collected  by,  . 36  17 

Anderson,  Miss,  collected  by,  . . 1 

Anderson,  Mr.,  Gayfield  Square,  Class  of,’  1 
Anonymous,  per  Mr.  J.  P.  Coldstream,  . 5 

Anonymous,  per  l>r.  Brodie,  ...  1 

Auchtermuchty,  collected  in,  by  the 
Children  of  the  Rey.  John  Renton, 


Ballantyne,  Mr.  John,  collected  by, 
Ballantyne’s,  Messrs.,  Workmen,  . 
Ballard,  Miss,  Selkirk.,  collected  by, 
Barclay,  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.,  Old  Kilpa 
trick,  per  Wm.  Paul,  Esq./ Glasgow, 
Bell,  Benjamin,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  1859, 
Bell,  Benjamin,  Esq , 

Bell,  G.,  Esq.,  Leith,  per  Miss  Goodlet, 
Bell’s  School,  Niddry  Street,  . 
Bellingham,  Mrs.,  per  Mrs.  Bonar, 
Berwick,  per  Mrs.  Gowans,  . 
Beveridge,  John,  Esq.,  London  Street, 
Biggar,  collected  in,  per  Misses  Smitl 
and  Morrison,  .... 
Blackwood,  Misses,  Carlton  Street, 
Blackadder,  Mrs.,  collected  by, 

Blair,  Miss  Hunter, 

Boag,  Miss,  collected  by, 

Boharm,  per  Miss  Gairoch,  . 

Bonnar,  Thomson,  collected  by, 
Bonnington,  collected  in,  by  Mrs. 

Raimes  and  others,  . . 

Brown,  Wm.,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  1859, 
Brown,  Miss,  collected  by, 

Burge,  Mrs.,  per  Mrs.  Brodie, 

Bushby, , Esq.,  Kinghorn, 

Caldwell,  Mrs.,  Aucbengare, 

Callander,  per  Misses  M'Ewan, 
Campbeltown,  per  Mrs.  Boyd  and  Dr 
Gibson,  . . . 

Carluke,  per  Mrs.  Wylie, 

Chaplin,  Mrs.  R.,  . 

Clackmannan,  per  Miss  Bruce, 
Clapham,  Friends  in,  per  Dr.  Deighton, 
Coldstream,  Mrs.,  10,  Windsor  Street, 
Colinton,  Parish  of,  per  Mrs.  Burge, 
Connal,  Miss,  Bridge  of  Allan, 

Oomrie,  per  Mr.  Drummond,  Campfleld 
Cowan  and  Strachan,  Box  in  Shop  of, 
Cowan,' Ddncan,  Esq.,  . 

Cowan,  John,  Esq 

Cowan,  Miss,  Beeslack,  collected  by, 
Cowan,  Messrs  , 17,  Princes  Stroet, 

Cox,  Robert,  Esq.,  W.S., 

Coxe,  J.,  Esq.,  M.D.,  1859,  . 


2 13 

1 0 
1 16 
1 5 


30  0 
0 10 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
0 11 
5 0 
5 .0 

5 7 

3 0 
18  4 

0 10 

4 12 
4 12 
1 7 

30  0 
0 10 
8 il 
1 0 
0 10 


6 1 
0 10 
1 

1 12 


1 

10 

1 

9 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 


Cranshaws,  per  Mrs.  Resham, 

£1  13 

6 

0 

Creighton,  Mrs 

1 

10 

0 

s 

Cullen,  Rev.  G.  D.,  1859,  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Cunningham,  Mrs.,  per  Mrs,  Blackadder, 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Davy,  Mrs.,  Ambleside,  per  Mrs.  Burge, 

3 

1 

4 

0 

Dick,  Miss,  collected  by,  ... 

3 

17 

11 

1 

Dobinson,  Miss,’  and  Miss  Walker, 

1 

10 

0 

0 

Dolpbintoh,  per  Miss  H.  Mackenzie, 

6 

13 

6 

0 

Douglas,  Miss  L.,  collected  by, 

3 16 

9 

2 ' 

Dohglas,  William,  Esq., 

0 

10 

6 

0 

Dunblane,  per  Miss  Cross, 

8 

10 

3 

0 

Duncan,  Flockhart,  and  Co.,  . 

1 

0 

0 

Duncan,  Miss,  collected  by,  . 

2 

0 

0 

6 

Dunlop,  Miss,  collected  by, 

1 

0 

0 

A 

Dunscore,  per  Mrs.  Johnstone  Wilson,  . 

18 

4 

0 

U 

2 

Edgeworth,  M.  P.,  1859, 

1 

0 

0 

9 . 

Elder,  Mrs.,  Royal  Terrace,  collected  by, 

2 

4 

7 

A 

Elliot’s,  Miss,  School,  .... 

1 

14 

6 

U 

0 

Fair,  Miss,  Kelso, 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Farquhar,  Miss,  per  Mrs.  Allinson, 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Fraser,  Mrs.,  Glasgow,  collected  by, 

7 18 

4 

0 

Friends  in  Norwood,  per  Mrs.  Burge,  -. 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Friend,  A,  per  Mrs.  Lundie  Duncan, 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Friend,  A,  in  Liverpool,  per  Do.,  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Friend,  A young,  per  Miss  A., 

0 

10 

0 

Friend,  A,  in  East  Kilbimie, . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Friend,  A,  per  Miss  Hewitson, 

2 

0 

9 

0 

Friend,  A,  A.  C.,  per  Dr.  Coldstream.  . 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Friend  in  Liverpool,  per  Mrs.  Lundie 

0 

Duncan 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Friend,  collected  by  a 

13 

7 

6 

0 ■ 

£2,  15s.  of  this  sum  from  12  Sabbath 

6 

Scholars  in  N orth  Leith. 

0 

Galashiels,  per  Mrs.  Phin, 

3 

15 

0 

0 

Gardner,  James,  Esq.,  . ... 

1 

0 

0 

6 

Garioch,  Chapel  of,  per  Mrs.  Bain, 

9 

6 

0 

0 

Gibson,  Mrs.,  Windsor  Street,  per  Miss 

0 

Mackinlay, 

1 

5 

0 

Goodlet,  Miss,  collected  by,  . 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Grant,  J.,  collected  by,  .... 

1 

15 

8 

8 

Gregory,  Miss,  collected  by,  per  Mrs.  Burge 

2 

9 

6 

11 

Haddow,  Mr.,  Dalhousie,  New  Brunswick, 

1 

0 

0 

6 

Henderson’s,  Mr.,  School, 

25 

0 

0 

0 

Hewitson,  Miss,  collected  by, 

20  11 

0 

0 

Hill,  Miss,  Cheltenham,  per  Miss  Brown, 

0 10 

0 

0 

Hogg,  Miss,  collected  by, 

8 

8 

2 

0 

Holmes,  Mrs.,  Jersey,  collected  by, 

1 

0 

o 

6 

llonoyman,  Miss, 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Hunter’s,  Mr.,  School 

0 12 

10 

9 

Huntly,  per  Miss  Gordon, 

13 

15 

0 

4 

0 

Jackson,  Mrs.  Scoresby,  collected  by,  . 

2 

5 

0 

0 

Jardiue,  Miss  Moffat,  collected  by, 

2 

1 

0 

2 

Jedburgh,  per  Mrs.  Jardine,  . 

16 

4 

0 

0 

“ Jessie,”  Leamington,  .... 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Johnston,  Miss,  Broughton  Place,  col- 

0 

lected  by, 

6 

3 

3 

13 


Keir,  Miss,  Kindrogan, collected  by, 

£3 

14 

C 

Kelland,  Professor,  .... 

1 

1 

0 

Kelso,  per  Mrs.  Dr.  Robertson, 

15 

9 

0 

Kilbirnie,  per  Rev.  G.  Knight, 

9 

9 

6 

Kinloch,  Lord,  1859, 

1 

0 

0 

Kippen,  Mrs.,  Perth,  collected  by, 

8 

3 

6 

Kirkcaldy,  per  H.  Beveridge,  Esq., 

42 

0 

0 

Knighr,  Miss,  collected  by,  . 

4 

0 

0 

“ L,”  per  Miss  Lindesay, 

3 

0 

0 

Lady,  A,  per  Mrs.  Bonar, 

1 

0 

0 

Lady,  A Y oung,  per  Dr.  Brodie, 

0 

10 

0 

Lady  in  England,  A,  per  Mrs  Freer, 
Ladies,  Young,  Institution  for,  per  Mrs. 

3 

1 

3 

Stmngruan, 

Ladies,  Three  Young,  Moffat,  per  Miss 

35 

0 

0 

Watson, 

1 

2 

0 

Lambert,  Miss,  collected  by,  . 

1 

12 

7 

Langholm,  per  Mrs.  Scott, 

11 

10 

9 

Largo,  per  Miss  Wright, 

0 

17 

8 

Latta,  Mrs.,  collected  by. 

4 

2 

0 

Leith,  per  Mrs.  Miller  and  Miss  Sturrock, 

25 

14 

9 

Leven,  per  Miss  Adamson,  Nelson  Street, 

4 

2 

6 

Lindesay,  Miss,  collected  by,  • . 

7 

7 

3 

" M,”  21,  Melville  Street,  ...  1 0 

Macara,  Miss,  collected  by,  . . . 3 4 

Macdonald,  Mrs.,  per  Dr.  Brodie,  . . 50  0 

Macdonald,  A.,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Glasgow,  per 

Dr.  Brodie, 50  0 

Macdonald,  A.,  Esq.,  per  Dr.  Brodie,  . 5 0 

Mucfie,  R.  A.,  Esq.,  Liverpool,  . 10  0 

Macfie,  Mrs.  Claud,  ....10 
Macfle,  Mrs.  John,  ....  1 0 

Macfarlane,  Miss,  Leith,  collected  by  15  G 
Mackenzie,  Hon.  Mrs.,  ....  2 0 

Mackenzie,  Miss,  collected  by,  per  Hon. 

Mrs.  Mackenzie,  . . . . 5 14 

Mackenzie,  Miss,  collected  by,  per  Mrs. 

Anderson, 0 14 

Mackenzie,  Alex.,  Esq.,  Isle  of  Mull,  . 5 0 

Mackenzie,  James,  W.8.,  ...  10 

Mackinlay,  Miss,  collected  by,  . . 5 2 

Mackinlay,  Dr.,  Paisley,  per  Mrs  Brodie,  1 0 

Maclagan,  David,  Esq.,  M.D.,  1859,  . 1 0 

Maclagan,  Douglas,  Esq.,  M.D.,  1859,  . 1 0 

Maclaren,  Miss,  collected  by,  . . 1 14 

Maclean,  Rev.  Win.,  and  Mrs.,  . . o 10 

M'llillan,  A.,  Esq.,  Glasgow,  . . 10  0 

M’Millan,  Miss  Jane,  Glasgow,  collected  by,  2 7 

Maitland,  Lady,  Lindores  House,  . . 10 

Maxwell,  Miss, 10 

Melville  and  Lindesay,  Messrs.,  W.S.,  . 1 0 

Meikle,  Miss,  collected  by,  ...  1 6 

Menzies,  Mrs.,  Manor  Place,  collected  by,  9 9 

Menzies,  Miss,  Windsor  Street,  collected  by,  4 11 
Menzies,  Master  L„  collected  by,  . . 0 10 

Miller,  Professor,  1869,  ....  1 o 

Midcalder,  per  Dr.  Watson,  . . . 3 lo 

Millar,  Mrs.,  York  Place,  . . . 0 10 

Moncrieif,  Mrs.  A.,  ...  1 1 0 

Monteatb,  Mrs.,  9,  Maitland  Street,  1869  0 10 

Mowbray,  J.  T.,  Esq.,  W.S.  1869,  . . 2 0 

Muller,  Miss,  collected  by,  , , , 1 10 

Murray,  Mrs.,  collected  by,  . ’ ! 19  7 


0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

7 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 

8 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
7 


N 10 

Nelson,  Messrs.,  Hope  Park,  . . , q q 

Do.  d“-,  1859,  . io 

Do.  do.,  Work  people,  1859, 1 10 


Newbigglng,  Mrs.,  in  1859,  . 

Newbigging,  Mrs.,  .... 

Do.,  second  subscription 
Newbigging,  Dr.,  .... 


1 0 
1 0 
3 0 
1 0 


Ogle,  Miss,  collected  by. 


12  18  0 


Oliphant’s,  Mr.,  School,  . . . i 

Oliver  and  Boyd 

Omond,  Dr.,  1859, 

Paterson,  Miss,  Brown  Street,  collected  by, 
Perthshire,  V.  B , . 

Physician,  A Young,  per  Dr.  Brodie, 
Pitlochrie,  per  Miss  Fraser,  . 

Portobello,  per  Mrs.  Simpson, 

Portobello,  Collected  in,  by  a Girl,  . 
Primrose,  Miss,  Kelso,  collected  by, 

Raimes,  Mrs.,  collected  by,  and  see 
Bonnington,  . . 

Ramage,  Mrs.,  Rankeillor  Street,  col- 
lected by, 

Ramsay,  W.  0.  B.,  1859, 

Rankin,  John  A.,  1859,  .... 
Rhodes,  Mrs.,  and  Friends,  per  Mrs.  Burge, 
Richardson  Brothers,  1859, 

Rix,  Mrs.,  and  John,  collected  by, 
Robertson,  Misses,  Gorgie,  collected  by, 
Robertson,  Miss,  St.  James’  Square,  col- 
lected by 

Romanes,  Mrs.,  ..... 
Rothesay,  per  Miss  Fraser, 

Royal  Asylum,  Morningside,  Box  in, 
Russell,  Mrs.,  Albany  Street, 

Russel],  Mrs.,  Colinton,  collected  by, 
Rutherfurd  William,  and  Son, 


Sanquhar,  per  Miss  Whigham, 

Scone,  per  Miss  Goodsman,  . 

Scott,  Hon.  Miss,  per  Mrs.  M’Lean, 
Simpson,  Dr.,  1859, 

Sinclair,  Mrs.  Wood, 

Small  Sums,  per  Mrs.  Brodie, 

Smith,  Miss  E.,  collected  by, 

Smith,  John,  M.D 

Snody,  Andrew,  S.S.C.,  1859, 

Somerville,  W.,  Esq.,  Beltou, 

Stirling,  collected  in,  per  Mrs.  Giltillan, 
Stoddart,  Miss,  collected  by,  . 

Suffer,  from  one  who  does,  per  Rev.  Dr 

Hunter, 

Syme,  Thomas  (P.  and  R.  Wright), 

Tait,  Mrs.  Admiral, 

Thomson,  Mrs.,  Beeslack,  per  Mr.  J.  P 
Coldstream,  .... 

Tod,  Mrs 

Tod,  Miss,  Leith  Walk,  collected  by, 

Turnbull,  Miss 

Tytler,  Mrs.,  Surrey,  collected  by, . 

Yalleyfield,  Penicuick,  collected  at,  per 
Mrs.  Cowan, 


Wallace,  Mrs.,  Royal  Terrace,  collected  bv. 

Watson,  Mr., 

Watson,  Miss,  Hart  Street,  collected  by,' 
Watson,  Miss,  London  Street,  collected  by 
Webster,  Andrew,  S.S.O.,  1859,  . . ’ 

Wedderburn,  Mrs.,  1869, 

Welsh,  Miss,  1859,  . . . ’ 

Whitson,  Mrs.,  of  Purkhill,  1S59,  . 

Whyte,  Mr.,  Duke  Street,  collected  by 
Whytock,  James,  1859,  . . ’ 

Wigham,  John,  Jun.,  . 

Wigham,  Miss  E.,  collected  by, 

Wilson,  Mrs.,  Glasgow, 

Do.,  collected  by, 

Wilson,  Miss,  Gilmour  Place,  collected  in- 
Wood,  Dr.,  19,  Royal  Circus,  . ’ 

Wood,  W , Esq  , C.A 


W> 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

7 15 

7 

8 

9 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 ,17 

3 

10 

11 

9 

1 

8 

0 

0 

10 

0 

1 

2 

6 

1 

15 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

16 

8 

1 

0 

0 

12 

3 

2 

5 

7 

1 

0 

16 

6 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

17 

8 

1 

0 

0 

6 

1 

11 

1 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

13 

5 

1 

8 

9 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

66 

0 

6 

10 

12 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 10 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

6 

7 

, 1 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

9 

15 

10 

1 

6 

10 

0 10 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

8 

0 

0 

10 

6 

1 

1 

0 

3 

2 

0 

5 

0 

0 

18 

2 

0 

9 

2 

8 

0 

in 

0 

0 

10 

0 

14 


NOTE  BY  TREASURER. 

Since  the  closing  of  the  Accounts  the  following  sums  have  been  received: — 


Comrie,  per  Mrs.  Drummond, 

£9 

7 

9 

Coupar-Angus,  per  Mrs.  Goodlet,  . 

10 

0 

0 

Douglas,  James,  Esq.  of  Cavers,  per 

50 

Dr.  Coldstream,  .... 

0 

0 

Dumfries,  per  Mrs.  M'Diaxmid, 

10 

0 

0 

Dunbar,  per  Mrs.  Dods, 

4 

10 

0 

Gray,  Mrs.,  Elder  Street,  per  Mrs.  Brodie,  10  0 

Hannah,  Miss,  Trinity  College,  collected  by,  110  0 

Inglis,  Andrew,  Jr.,  3,  Victoria  St.,  London,  0 10  0 
Innes,  Dr.,  Corfu,  per  Mrs.  Morice,  Elgin,  2 0 0 

. 103  15  2 


Leven,  per  Miss  Anderson,  . . .£4  19  1 

Lilliesleaf,  collected  in,  and  neighbour- 
hood, from  136  subscribers,  . . 16  0 0 

Macfie,  John,  Esq.,  per  Dr.  Coldstream,  50  0 0 

Millard,  Wm,  Esq 110 

M'Laren,  Alex.,  Esq.,  Glasgow,  per  Dr.  « 

Brodie, 10  0 0 

M'NelU,  Lady, 10  0 

Rankin,  J.  A.,  Esq.,  per  Dr.  Coldstream,  50  0 0 

Watson,  Rev.  Robert,  Hoy,  Orkney,  per 

Dr.  Brodie, 10  0 

Wyld,  R.  S.,  Esq.,  . . ..110 


Kilmarnock,  per  Mrs.  Brodie, 


REPORT 

OF 


A PUBLIC  MEETING  OF  THE  SOCIETY, 

HELD  IN  THE  QUEEN  STREET  HALL,  EDINBURGH, 


On  3 d February  1862, 

The  Right  Hon.  the  EARL  OF  HADDINGTON  in  the  Chair. 

Among  the  Gentlemen  present  were — Professors  Kelland  and  Laycock  ; Rev.  Drs. 
Guthrie,  Hunter,  and  Johnston  ; Rev.  Messrs.  W.  Smith,  Orde,  Cummiiig,  Cullen, 
Thorburn,  and  D.  M'Ewan  ; Drs.  Handyside,  Smith,  Coldstream,  Cox,  Brodie, 
Mitchell,  Omond,  and  Steele  ; Mr.  Millard,  Essexhall  Asylum  ; Mr.  Cowan  of 
Logan  House,  Mr.  Cowan  of  Beeslack,  Mr.  J.  Rankine,  Mr.  George  Freer,  Mr.  R. 
S.  Wyld,  Mr.  W.  J.  Menzies  (Secretary),  &c.  &c.  Apologies  were  received  from 
the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  the  Earl  of  Rosebery,  Sir  John  Ogilvy,  Sir  J.  S.  Forbes, 
Lord  Deas,  Lord  Jerviswoode,  the  Lord  Advocate,  Very  Rev.  Dean  Ramsay  ; Rev. 
Messrs.  M.  Nicholson,  J.  Montgomery,  and  C.  J.  Brown  ; Dr.  Andrew  Wood,  and 
Dr.  Poole,  Aberdeen.  Mr.  Cumming  opened  the  proceedings  with  prayer. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  letters  from  Sir  John  Ogilvy  : — 

“Rossie  Priory,  Inchtore, 

2 9th  January  1862. 

“ Dear  Sir, — As  I have  been  moving  about,  your  letter  of  the  25th  has  been 
long  in  reaching  me.  I regret  very  much  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  attend 
the  very  interesting  meeting  which  I find  from  you  is  to  take  place  in  Edinburgh 
on  the  3d  proximo.  I wish  I could  have  been  there,  for  I highly  approve  of  its 
object,  and  wish  it  every  possible  success.  I am  sorry  to  hear  from  you  that  it  is 
thought  by  some  that  your  projected  institution  is  antagonistic  to  the  one  at  Bal- 
dovan.  In  this  feeling  I do  not  participate,  and  I think  I can  venture  to  say  as 
much  for  the  other  directors.  Unhappily,  there  is  more  than  ample  scope  for 
both. 

“ I shall  feel  much  obliged  by  your  making  my  apology  to  Lord  Haddington 
and  the  other  gentlemen  who  may  attend  the  meeting. — I am,  yours  faithfully, 

“ John  Ogilvy.” 

“ Baldovan  House,  Dundee, 
31st  January  1862. 

“ Dear  Sir, —The  directors  of  the  Baldovan  Asylum  for  Imbecile  Children  me 
to-day.  I submitted  to  them  your  letter  of  the  25th  inst.,  and  was  requested  to 
confirm  what  I had  stated  in  my  letter  to  you,  and  to  assure  you,  most  emphati- 
cally, that  they  do  riot  participate  in  the  feeling  to  which  you  allude,  that  your 
projected  institution  is  in  any  way  antagonistic  to  the  one  at  Baldovan.  I am  sorry 
to  say  none  of  the  directors  can  attend  your  meeting  on  the  3d  February  but  thev 
wish  you  heartily  1 God-speed.’  I earnestly  hope  some  one  nt  your  me’etinc  will 
impress  upon  parents  and  guardians  the  propriety  of  sending  poor  afflicted  children 


1G 


to  these  institutions  at  as  early  an  age  as  practicable.  At  present,  the  almost 
universal  custom  is  to  delay  as  long  as  possible,  so  that  unhappily  the  great  ma- 
jority of  cases  are  almost  unimprovable.  This  is  what  we  have  to  contend  with, 
and  it  is  what  I fear  you  will  also  have  to  combat.  It  proceeds  from  the  extreme 
umvillingnessof  pareuts  to  part  with  their  children— a feeling  which,  though  natural, 
and  one  that  we  cannot  help  admiring,  is  most  mistaken,  and  is  in  its  effects  a 
real  unkindness  to  those  unhappy  objects  of  their  affection. — I am,  dear  Sir, 
yours  truly,  “ John  Ogilvy.” 

The  Chairman,  in  stating  the  purpose  of  the  meeting,  said  he  had  heard  with  pe-t 
culiar  gratification  the  letters  of  Sir  John  Ogilvy,  which  showed  how  generously  he 
repudiated  the  idea  that  this  institution  was  likely  to  be  antagonistic  to  the  asylum 
he  had  so  nobly  founded  at  Baldovan.  It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  he  (Lord 
Haddington)  occupied  the  chair  on  this  occasion,  as  it  give  him  the  opportunity  of 
expressing  the  deep  interest  which  he  felt  in  this  association,  and  of  saying  to  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  present  that  he  firmly  believed  if  they  gave  their  full  co- 
operation and  assistance  to  the  society,  they  would  perform  not  only  a truly 
charitable,  but  a truly  Christian  act.  (Applause.)  When  they  considered  that, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  Lunacy  Commissioners,  there  were  ‘2236  lunatics  in 
Scotland,  and  that  there  were  no  fewer  than  300  of  these  who  were  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age — and  Arnot  went  further,  stating  that  there  were  600  suitable 
for  admission  into  an  educational  institution  of  the  kind  proposed — they  must  see 
how  wide  a field  there  was  here  for  Christian  benevolence.  It  was  well  known 
that  out  of  that  number  of  idiot  children,  a very  great  majority  of  them  were 
children  of  the  poorest  classes — children  of  parents  who  were  unable,  however 
willing  they  might  be,  to  give  them  such  attention  as  their  condition  required. 
Some  of  their  unfortunate  fellow-creatures,  he  almost  trembled  to  say  it,  were  even 
in  a worse  position  than  the  beasts  of  the  field,  and  in  their  miserable  condition 
were  often  the  laughingstock  of  the  foolish  and  unthinking.  In  some  cases,  it 
might  be,  these  poor  creatures  had  committed  crime,  and  the  late  Ur.  Malcolm’s 
testimony  as  to  the  criminal  class  was  very  remarkable.  He  said — “ On  a close 
acquaintance  with  criminals  of  eighteen  years’  standing,  I consider  that  nine  in 
ten  are  of  inferior  intellect.”  It  was  for  the  poor  imbecile  children  that  the 
present  appeal  was  made.  They  were  endeavouring  to  open  for  them  a school 
and  a home  ; and  they  were  not  proposing  anything  that  was  new  and  untried,  for 
during  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years  places  of  education  for  that  unhappy  class 
had  been  in  full  operation  in  England  and  in  almost  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  Con- 
tinent ; and  with  regard  to  the  English  institution,  the  eminent  conductor  of  it 
stated  that  it  had  been  found  that  there  were  many  children  of  this  class  who 
could  be  made  intelligent,  useful,  and  happy.  Scotland  alone  had  been  tardy  in 
looking  after  the  interests  of  these  poor  children,  but  he  trusted  that  ere  long  that 
stain  would  be  wiped  away,  and  that  we  should  very  soon  see  the  proposed  insti- 
tution in  a flourishing  condition,  promoting  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  this 
afflicted  class  of  our  fellow-creatures.  (Applause.) 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  foregoing  report. 

Professor  Laycock  moved  the  first  resolution,  which  was  as  follows  : — 

“ That  the  report  now  read  be  approved  of,  printed  and  circulated,  and  that  the 
office  bearers  for  the  ensuing  year  be  as  follows,”  viz.  : — (see  page  3.) 

Referring  to  the  statement  in  the  report  as  to  the  refusal  of  landlords  to  give 
accommodation  to  an  institution  of  this  kind,  he  said  it  did  seem  to  him  a most  in- 
comprehensible thing,  that  an  institution  founded  for  one  of  the  highest  purposes 
of  Christian  charity  should  be,  ns  it  were,  outlawed  from  a Christian  land,  and 
unable  to  find  a resting-place.  There  were  a great  many  prejudices  prevailing 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom  as  to  the  proper  treatment  of  the  insane,  idiots 
ns  well  as  lunatics.  Persons  of  otherwise  great  intelligence  and  great  amiability, 
seemed  to  feel  as  if  the  proximity  of  a lunatic  asylum  were  an  insult  to  them.  He 
had  known  instances  in  which  the  inmates  of  such  asylums  had  been  refused,  or 
attempted  to  be  deprived  of,  the  common  privilege  of  walking  on  the  roads  and 
fields  of  the  country,  and  required  to  keep  within  the  walls  of  the  asylum.  It 
ought  to  be  known  that  there  were  many  persons  in  institutions  established  for  the 
treatment  and  comfort  of  the  insane  who  were  persons  of  the  highest  culture,  and 
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of  the  highest  intellectual  endowments,  and  capable  of  appreciating  the  blessings  of 
life,  and  more  competent  to  walk  the  earth  in  the  society  of  their  fellow-men  than 
millions  who  were  going  about  as  sane  persons.  This  prejudice  against  the  insane, 
and  against  lunatic  asylums,  worked  injuriously  in  various  ways.  1 1 had  repeatedly 
come  under  his  notice  professionally  that  the  head  of  a family  broke  down  under  a 
multitude  of  anxieties  with  regard  to  business,  but  his  relatives,  so  far  from  allow- 
ing him  to  be  placed  immediately  under  treatment,  were  so  anxious  to  avoid  the 
supposed  stigma,  that  they  would  not  agree  to  his  removal  to  an  asylum  until  his 
case  became  a hopeless  one,  so  that  the  asylum  became  ultimately  the  refuge  not 
for  cure,  but  for  seclusion.  He  trusted  this  institution  would  not  only  have  a 
beneficial  effect  in  the  education  of  imbeciles,  but  of  dispelling  some  of  those  pre- 
judices so  injurious  to  that  class  of  sufferers.  He  was  very  glad  that  the  ladies 
had  taken  up  this  matter,  and  had  not  only  collected  a large  sum,  but  had  diffused 
a great  amount  of  information  calculated  to  remove  prejudice.  There  was  one 
false  notion  that  prevailed  which  he  hoped  to  see  ere  long  dispelled.  It  was  very 
commonly  supposed  that  because  a father  or  mother  of  a family  broke  down  in  his 
or  her  mental  health,  all  the  members  of  the  family  were  exposed  to  the  same 
evil.  This  was  an  altogether  unfounded  prejudice,  for  although  there  were  in- 
stances of  this  occurring,  it  no  more  followed  of  necessity  than  that  a parent 
troubled  with  indigestion  or  headache  should  expose  his  child  to  the  same  malady. 
He  believed  that  from  the  treatment  together  of  a number  of  children  in  this  in- 
stitution, a large  amount  of  valuable  experience  would  be  gained  applicable  to 
other  eases  of  a less  marked  character  which  they  had  not  room  to  receive.  It 
was  a characteristic  of  medical  charities  that  they  not  only  relieved  the  sufferer, 
but  contributed  to  the  knowledge  of  the  cause  of  suffering,  and  so  enabled  them  to 
prevent  as  well  as  to  cure.  (Applause.)  He  could  quite  corroborate  the  state- 
ment of  Dr.  Malcolm  as  to  the  number  of  men  and  women  now  detained  in  prison 
who  were  simply  imbeciles — -imbeciles  in  the  sense  that  they  had  no  power  of 
self-government,  so  that  when  sent  abroad  in  the  world  they  lapsed  into  vice  and 
crime.  There  were  few  large  families  who  had  not  among  their  number  one  who 
might  be  called  a “ ne’er-do-weel  ” — one  who,  despite  all  instruction  and  all  the 
affection  lavished  upon  him,  turned  headlong  into  a course  of  vice  and  dissipation. 
Speaking  professionally,  he  was  also  an  imbecile  ; and  many  of  those  young  men 
who  were  so  utterly  worthless  for  all  good  purposes  under  the  guidance  of  home 
and  parents,  might  yet  be  made  worthy  members  of  society  under  the  guidance  of 
sound,  enlightened  professional  advice  ; for  that  which  was  bad  in  them  so  often  de- 
pended on  the  physical  condition  of  their  health  that  the  cause  could  be  removed  by 
proper  treatment.  Reference  was  made  in  the  report  to  the  state  of  the  law  on  the 
subject.  Some  years  ago  he  attempted  to  form  an  institution  of  this  kind,  but  he 
found  that  the  state  of  the  law  added  greatly  to  the  expense,  from  the  difficulties 
thrown  in  the  way.  Indeed,  the  law  as  it  existed,  had  proved  a great  barrier  to 
attempts  to  establish  such  institutions.  He  was  glad  to  see  that  the  Commis- 
sioners in  Lunacy  had  taken  so  active  a part  in  the  matter,  by  accompanying  the 
deputation  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  and  by  rendering  to  the  committee  most  valu- 
able assistance.  He  trusted  that  whatever  changes  were  made  in  the  law,  they 
might  have  the  co-operation  of  these  gentlemen  in  the  conduct  of  this  institution, 
who  had  collected  a large  body  of  facts  available  for  the  use  of  the  conductors  of 
an  asylum  for  the  education  of  imbecile  youth.  (Applause.) 

The  Rev.  L.  S.  Oude  seconded  the  motion. 

Dr.  Guthrie,  in  proposing  the  second  resolution,  said  that  the  Association  pro- 
posed to  itself  something  that  was  neither  impracticable  nor  beyond  reach.  If  it 
had  been  in  Switzerland  or  Austria  that  it  was  proposed  to  take  measures  for  the 
education  ot  imbecile  youth,  it  might  have  been  said  that  it  was  impracticable 
owing  to  the  numbers  to  be  provided  for.  We  had  great  cause  of  thankfulness 
that  imbecility  was  not  a very  marked  feature  of  the  Scottish  people.  We  were 
generally  supposed  to  be  long-headed  and  strong-headed — (a  laugh) — of  which  our 
hatters  could  iurmsh  remarkable  evidence,  in  so  far  as  everybody  acquainted  with 
the  hat  trade  knew  that  they  had  to  make  larger  hats  for  the  people  of  Scotland 
than  for  any  other  country  under  the  sun.  It  was  said  that  by  cultivation  the 
bram  might  be  considerably  enlarged  ; and  that  the  Scotch  needed  larger  hats 
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than  the  English  was  perhaps  to  be  attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  education 
being  more  common  in  our  country  than  in  theirs  ; for,  if  we  were  to  believe  some 
people,  we  were  all  gorillas  originally — (a  laugh) — and  the  present  difference  in 
our  condition  was  owing  to  something  of  that  kind.  But,  however  that  might  be, 
the  circumstance  he  had  referred  to  encouraged  them  to  cultivate  the  minds  of 
these  imbeciles  ; for,  as  a proof  how  cultivation  told  on  the  brain,  it  was  said  that  the 
hats  made  for  the  middle  classes  of  society  in  this  country  required  to  be  larger  than 
the  hats  made  for  the  lowest  classes,  which,  no  doubt,  arose  from  this,  that  the 
former  had  the  benefit  of  a better  education,  and  their  minds  were  more  fully  culti- 
vated. In  illustration  of  the  fact  how  favoured  Scotland  was  in  this  matter,  he 
might  mention  that  in  travelling  abroad  he  became  acquainted  with  some  facts 
as  to  the  amount  of  imbecility  in  other  countries.  In  the  Canton  of  the  Valley 
he  found  that  one  in  twenty-five  of  the  population  was  a cretin,  and  in  the  Canton 
de  Vaud  one  in  twenty-seven;  and  there  were  certain  districts  in  the  Upper 
Danube,  in  Austria,  where  whole  families  were  imbeciles.  There  were,  indeed, 
one  or  two  villages  or  towns  containing  a population  of  four  or  five  thousand,  and  so 
large  was  the  proportion  of  imbeciles  that  scarcely  one  man  could  be  found  amongst 
them  able  to  bear  arms.  He  was  not  very  well  acquainted  with  the  condition 
of  these  children  in  other  countries  ; but  he  had  seen  them  in  the  Valley,  aud 
their  appearance  was  most  loathsome  and  shocking.  Their  misshapen  limbs, 
heads  of  all  sizes  and  forms,  their  eyes  bleared  and  sunken,  their  noses  flat  and 
tongues  protruding,  and  the  saliva  pouring  out,  and  the  skin  loose  and  yellow — 
all  this  was  most  painful  to  witness  ; and  he  knew  nothing  that  so  detracted 
from  the  pleasure  of  travelling  in  that  country  as  such  a sight.  It  had  been  said 
— “ If  you  wish  to  hear  God’s  voice,  go  to  Niagara  ; if  you  wish  to  see  His  hand, 
go  to  Switzerland and  he  knew  nothing  that  was  such  a drawback  to  the  pleasure 
of  travelling  there  as  to  find,  wherever  the  diligence  stopped  to  change  horses,  that 
it  was  surrounded  by  creatures  who  were  more  like  apes  than  human  beings.  He 
remembered  that  Professor  Forbes  remarked  in  his  travels,  that  on  one  occasion  he 
entered  the  village  of  Aosta,  on  the  south  side  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  did  not  find  a 
person  there  that  was  not  a cretin.  The  case  was,  however,  not  so  bad  as  it  ap- 
peared, for  it  turned  out  that,  being  fete-dayin  a neighbouring  village,  all  thesensible 
people  had  gone  away  to  it,  and  left  their  own  village  only  to  the  fools.  (Laughter.) 
Now,  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  present  scheme,  it  was  practicable,  he  be- 
lieved, both  in  regard  to  the  numbers  and  in  regard  to  the  treatment.  It  was  so 
far  satisfactory  that  the  experiment  had  been  tried,  and  it  had  been  found  that 
education  was  a power  which,  if  skilfully,  tenderly,  and  perseveringly  applied, 
would,  in  the  course  of  years,  raise  the  imbecile  to  be  a useful  and,  it  might  be,  a 
profitable  member  of  society.  He  knew  within  his  own  knowledge  of  persons 
who  were  useful,  reputable,  respectable,  and  good  members  of  society,  who,  but 
for  the  skill  and  tender  care  with  which  those  who  had  had  the  charge  of  them 
managed  them  in  their  youth,  would  have  sunk  into  a state  of  fatuity.  The  diffe- 
rence between  imbecility  and  insanity  was  this,  that  whereas  in  the  case  of  the 
insane  the  mind  was  not  in  proper  balance,  in  the  case  of  the  imbecile  it  was  not 
in  proper  power.  The  distinction  made  by  a great  authority  was  this,  that 
whereas  the  insane  reasoned  correctly  from  false  premises,  the  imbecile  would 
reason  incorrectly  from  true  premises.  It  was  just  with  the  brain  as  it  was  with 
the  arm — the  more  they  employed  it  and  set  it  working,  the  stronger  it  got.  He 
happened,  when  in  Switzerland,  to  be  introduced  to  a man  who  had  a distin- 
guished name  in  this  department  of  Christian  science  and  philanthropy — Dr. 
Guggenbiihl — who  had  established  an  institution  for  imbeciles  at  the  Abendberg, 
close  by  Interlachen.  He  saw  the  photographs  of  the  children  as  they  were  taken 
in,  and  he  saw  the  children  as  they  had  been  subjected  to  Dr.  Guggenbiihl’s 
system,  and  there  was  the  most  remarkable  contrast.  One  of  these  children  was 
brought  to  him — a girl,  who  he  would  not  say  had  been  made  a very  brilliant 
person,  but  she  had,  as  Scotch  people  say,  become  “ wise  and  warld-like  and 
that  child  being  shown  to  him  along  with  her  photograph  when  received,  he  could 
hardly  believe  his  own  eyes.  He  left  that  institution  with  a very  deep  impression 
of  gratitude  to  God  that  He  had  led  that  man,  as  well  as  others,  to  turn  their 
attention  to  that  grand  field  of  Christian  philanthropy.  The  example  of  the  ladies 
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at  Dr.  Guggenbiihl’s  establishment  might  afford  to  the  ladies  present  a great 
stimulus  to  exert  themselves  in  behalf  of  the  society.  They  had  not  gone  there 
as  persons  having  no  better  home,  or  for  hire  or  wages,  to  take  charge  of  these 
idiot  children.  They  were  women,  baptized  in  the  spirit  of  our  Saviour,  who  had 
left  their  sweet  romantic  homes  among  the  Swiss  mountains,  leaving  society,  and 
home,  and  all  its  comforts,  to  spend  morning,  noon,  and  night,  week  after  week, 
and  year  after  year,  endeavouring  to  bring  out  the  slumbering  intelligence  of 
these  poor  idiot  children — one  of  the  noblest,  most  benevolent,  and  most  self- 
denying  works  that  any  one  could  engage  in.  They  were  not  asking  the  ladies  of 
Edinburgh  to  do  this  ; they  were  only  asking  them  to  put  forth  their  mighty 
female  power  to  procure  funds  for  the  institution,  so  that,  having  founded  it,  they 
might  bring  forth  the  headstone  with  God’s  blessing.  (Applause.)  He  believed 
this  institution  would  be  an  unspeakable  blessing  to  the  parents  of  these  poor  un- 
happy children.  He  knew  the  love  which  the  parent  had  to  a poor  helpless  child. 
He  did  not  know  a case  like  this  personally,  for  he  had  no  such  sorrow  in  his  own 
family  ; but  he  felt  that  every  parent  having  no  blighted  flower  in  his  garden 
ought  to  be  specially  thankful  to  God,  and  ought  to  evince  his  gratitude  to  God  by 
lending  a helping  hand  to  those  who  had.  (Applause.)  He  knew  nothing  in 
which  the  kindness  of  God  appeared  more  conspicuously  than  in  this,  that  those 
who  were  the  most  helpless  were  generally  the  most  helped.  Nothing  appeared 
to  him  a more  beautiful  arrangement  of  Providence  than  that  the  child  that  lay 
the  heaviest  burden  on  the  mother’s  back,  lay  the  most  in  the  mother’s  bosom. 
(Applause.)  Dr.  Guthrie  then  related  the  case  of  a poor  deformed  idiot  girl, 
whose  parents  resided  in  his  first  parish,  and  who  had  also  three  or  four  beautiful 
girls.  The  father  one  day  came  to  tell  him  that  the  idiot  girl  had  died.  He 
replied,  “ Well,  Pm  thankful  for  that;”  on  which  the  father,  bursting  into  tears, 
said,  “ Weel,  Mr.  Guthrie,  it  may  appear  sae  to  you,  but  I’d  rather  ha’e  parted 
wi’  ony  o’  my  lassies  than  wi’  her.”  This  showed  what  a hold  these  poor  crea- 
tures had  on  a kind  father  and  mother’s  heart  ; and  what  a blessing  it  would  be 
if,  when  these  children  were  sent  to  this  institution,  and  their  parents  came  to  see 
them,  they  hailed  the  dawning  of  the  intellect  as  they  that  watched  for  the  dawn- 
ing of  the  morning  ; and  what  a happy  day  when  the  child  went  out  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  returned  to  its  parent’s  house  much  in  the  condition  of  the  man  who 
sat  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  “ clothed,  and  in  his  right  mind.”  (Loud  applause.)  Dr. 
Guthrie  concluded  by  moving  as  follows  : — 

“ That  the  condition  of  imbecile  children  being  such  as  entitles  them  to  the 
cordial  sympathy  of  a Christian  community,  this  meeting  rejoices  in  the  prospect 
of  the  speedy  opening  of  the  first  portion  of  an  institution  for  imbeciles  at  Larbert, 
and  pledges  itself  to  promote  subscriptions  towards  the  erection,  and  afterwards 
for  the  support  and  maintenance,  of  this  much-needed  object.” 

Mr.  0.  Cowan  seconded  the  resolution. 

Mr.  W.  Millard,  Superintendent  and  Secretary  of  the  Eastern  Counties 
Asylum  for  idiots  and  imbeciles,  who  attended  by  invitation  of  the  committee,  then 
addressed  the  meeting.  (A  full  report  of  his  speech  will  be  found  in  the  following 
account  of  the  meeting  in  Glasgow.) 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Leith,  moved  the  third  resolution,  which  was  as 
follows  : — 

“That  as  many  pauper  children  who  would  otherwise  continue  to  be  help- 
less burdens  upon  their  respective  parishes  are  capable  of  being  so  trained  and 
improved  as  to  be  able  in  a great  measure  to  contribute  towards,  and  in  some 
cases  entirely  to  earn,  their  own  subsistence,  it  is  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  interest 
of  parochial  boards  to  place  imbecile  children  under  their  care  in  such  an  institu- 
5 ,?nrd  h,«  !"eetl.ne  in8‘ructs  ‘he  Committee  of  the  Society  to  communicate 
accommodation. ”°ar<^S  °"  JCCt’  Wlth  the  view  of  their  Providing  suitable 

uaid’  that  after  several  statements  and  effective  appeals  which  had  been 

muJ bavPreCe<  1*SfiPCakerS,’  h.S  thouSht  that  M wl>o  "’ere  present  at  the  meeting 
tb»  ! ir  C°m,e  t0  .p16  c.onclusion>  that  those  who  professed  to  take  an  interest  in 

e welfare  and  civilisation  of  all  classes  of  their  fellow-countrymen  were  bound 
by  that  profession  to  do  what  in  them  lay  to  support  this  most  excellent ^ socRty  ; 
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and  lie  thought  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  public  boards — those  more 
especially  who  were  charged  with  the  immediate  duty  of  relieving  the  burdens 
and  promoting  the  welfare  of  society — had  a direct  and  immediate  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  operations  of  this  Society.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  thought  they  must 
acknowledge  that  great  advantage  would  accrue  even  to  the  wealthiest  classes  of 
this  country,  and  those  occupying  high  stations,  from  the  existence  in  our  country 
of  an  open  institution  furnished  with  all  the  means  which  science  could  devise  and 
philanthropy  could  suggest  for  training  and  educating  imbecile  children  to  useful- 
ness and  intelligence.  Those  in  high  stations  were  not  exempted  by  that  position 
which,  through  the  goodness  of  God,  they  occupied  from  having  such  children 
born  to  them  ; and  perhaps  the  wealthiest  and  highest  in  rank  had  often  expe- 
rienced greater  difficulties  in  dealing  with  such  children  than  the  very  poorest 
of  their  dependants.  The  poor,  in  dealing  with  these  children,  were  not,  at  all 
events,  hampered  with  those  feelings  of  false  pride  and  false  shame,  with  regard 
to  what  might  be  said,  and  what  might  be  thought,  by  callous,  cold-hearted 
visitors,  which  often  fettered  the  rich  in  their  attempts  to  deal  properly  with  such 
children  born  in  their  houses.  But  imbecility,  in  the  case  of  pauper  children — 
though  it  might  not  be  so  keenly  felt,  and  so  bitterly  mourned  by  the  parents,  as 
such  a calamity  was  mourned  by  the  wealthy,  and  those  occupying  more  exalted 
stations — was  a matter  which  much  more  immediately  touched  and  effected  us, 
and  was  much  more  our  concern,  for  imbecility  in  such  cases  tended  much  more 
than  in  the  other  cases  to  multiply  itself,  and  to  propagate  itself  from  generation 
to  generation,  if  uncured  ; for,  if  uncured,  it  constituted  an  abundant  fountain  of 
pauperism  and  crime,  and  sooner  or  later  the  community  must  put  its  hand  into 
its  pocket  and  pay  for  the  expense  of  such  imbecility  at  a rate  of  expense  which, 
if  timeously  and  judiciously  expended  in  cherishing  such  an  institution  as  it  was 
now  proposed  by  this-  Society  to  establish,  might  not  only  tend  to  alleviate  the 
burden  of  such  individual  cases  of  imbecility,  but  to  check  most  entirely  the  in- 
crease of  such  cases  in  the  land.  This  being  the  case,  he  did  not  think  they  were 
stepping  out  of  their  province  if  they  expressed  it  as  their  opinion  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  parochial  boards  of  the  country  to  do  something  towards  the  cure  of 
imbecility  and  towards  the  elevation  of  the  imbecile  children  of  the  poor  out  of 
their  low,  degraded,  burdensome  condition,  into  a state  in  which  they  might  be 
able  to  contribute  at  least  so  much  to  their  own  support.  (Cheers.)  He  did  not 
think  that  the  members  of  parochial  boards  were  discharging  the  duty  which  we 
had  the  right  to  expect  at  their  hands  if  they  merely  performed  the  ministerial 
office  of  receiving  and  doling  out,  through  their  inspectors,  the  sum  that  was 
necessary  to  support  the  cases  of  pauperism.  They  were  all  greatly  indebted  to 
gentlemen  who,  often  at  great  sacrifice,  left  their  business  to  attend  to  the  busi- 
ness of  parochial  boards  ; but  they  were  as  much  interested  in  this  matter  as  we 
were  ; and  he  thought  that  we  had  a right  to  expect  that  they  would  not  merely 
perform  this  ministerial  office,  but  that  they  should  use  and  employ  the  experience 
and  knowledge  which  they  had  the  best  opportunity  of  acquiring,  so  as  to  devote 
the  funds  that  were  raised  in  the  country  not  merely  to  the  support  of  pauperism, 
but  to  checking  the  fountains  of  pauperism.  He  held  that  it  was  unnecessary  to 
prove  that  those  imbecile  children  might  be  elevated  and  made  so  far  useful  and 
intelligent  members  of  society.  This  might  be  held  as  an  established  fact ; and  it 
ought  to  be  brought  distinctly  and  fully  under  the  notice  of  all  the  parochial 
boards  of  the  country,  and  it  should  be  pressed  on  their  attention  by  the  com- 
mittee of  this  society,  that  the  present  was  perhaps  the  most  favourable  opportu- 
nity that  was  likely  to  present  itself  to  them  in  aiding  in  the  erection  of  an  insti 
tion  which  should  receive  children  who  were  labouring  under  this  calamity  from 
different  localities,  and  train  them  to  be  useful  members  of  society,  if  it  were 
universally  true,  as  was  so  beautifully  stated,  and  truly  so  far  stated,  by  Dr. 
Guthrie,  that  there  existed  in  the  case  of  all  parents  who  had  the  great  affliction 
to  have  such  children  born  in  their  houses  a strength  of  affection  proportionate  to 
the  needs  of  affection  in  watching  over  them  and  providing  for  their  comfort  so 
far  as  they  were  able  to  do,  there  might  be  a less  strong  call  to  interpose,  at  least 
by  such  a resolution  as  he  had  now  to  propose  to  this  meeting  ; but  while  this 
was  true,  he  war  thankful  to  say,  in  many  cases — according  to  his  own  experience, 
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he  was  forced  to  bear  testimony  that  it  was  not  universally  true.  He  remem- 
bered, in  visiting  in  his  old  parish  in  the  Old  Town,  coming  upon  a case  that  had 
often  haunted  him  since.  He  climbed  up  one  of  those  long  winding  stairs  that 
passed  upward  through  the  tenement,  which  was  a building  nearly  adjoining  that 
destroyed  by  the  late  calamity,  and  on  reaching  a small  garret,  he  came  to  a room 
which  presented  this  appearance — There  was  a father  working  as  a shoemaker  ; 
on  his  right  hand  on  a bench  was  a wife  working  at  the  same  trade,  and  on  his 
left  hand  was  another  female  at  the  same  occupation.  The  spectacle  presented  by 
this  was  sad  and  melancholy  enough,  and  the  sight  of  the  children  who  were 
sitting  on  the  floor  in  squalid  rags  around  the  man  was  sufficient  to  increase  one’s 
melancholy  and  sadness  ; but  it  did  not  reach  its  full  height  till  an  object  which 
he  could  scarcely  recognise  or  fancy  what  it  was,  started  out  from  the  corner 
towards  the  man,  and  by  a growl  of  anger  was  beaten  back  to  the  place  whence 
it  came.  On  going  into  the  corner  he  (Mr.  Smith)  found  that  it  was  an  idiot 
daughter  of  the  man,  about  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  age,  lying  on  a miserable 
rag  in  the  corner  in.  dirt  and  degradation,  and  living  in  a worse  condition  than 
any  one  would  allow  his  dog  to  live.  Now,  he  believed  that  such  cases  were  not 
solitary.  In  the  Report  of  the  Lunacy  Commissioners  there  was  case  upon  case 
narrated  still  more  horrible  than  that  which  he  had  referred  to.  He  thought 
that  the  committee  should  not  content  themselves  with  a mere  formal  intimation 
to  the  parochial  boards  of  the  resolution  which  he  now  proposed,  but  they  should 
prepare  statistics,  and  give  illustrative  cases,  to  show  what  was  done  elsewhere, 
and  to  point  out  what  might  be  done  here,  so  that  full  information  might  be 
spread  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Scotland  of  this  most  important 
object  in  the  quarters  where  such  information  was  most  likely  to  have  the  most 
important  and  immediate  effect.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  R.  S.  Wvld  seconded  the  resolution  ; which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Haddington  intimated  that,  since  the  meeting  assembled,  a dona- 
tion of  £50  towards  the  funds  of  the  society  had  been  received — two  donations  of 
the  same  sum  having  been  previously  made. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cullen  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  accorded  to 
Mr.  Millard  for  his  attendance  on  this  occasion.  (Cheers.) 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gumming  then  moved  a vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  Haddington  for 
his  conduct  in  the  chair  ; which  motion  was  carried  with  acclamation. 

The  proceedings  then  terminated. 
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PUBLIC  MEETING  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

HELD  IN  MERCHANTS’  HALL,  GLASGOW, 

On  5th  February  1862. 


There  were  present  on  the  platform — Walter  Buchanan,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Rev.  Drs. 
Robson  and  Loriraer,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Plindt,  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Cuppage,  Dr.  MTntosh 
of  Gartnavel,  Drs.  Joshua  Paterson,  Scott  Orr,  Grieve,  Brodie,  of  Edinburgh, 
M'Kinlay  of  Paisley,  Peter  Coats,  Esq.  Paisley,  Robert  Kerr,  Esq.  of  Auchenraith’ 
Hugh  Tennant,  Esq.  of  Wellpark,  Nathaniel  Stevenson,  Esq.,  and  J.  P.  Fraser,  Esq! 

Walter  Buchanan,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  Chair,  aud  after  the  meeting  had 
been  opened  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Robson, 

The  Chairman  rose  and  said — The  object  of  the  present  meeting  is  to  afford 
you  an  opportunity  of  hearing  some  statements  and  explanations  from  Mr.  Mil- 
lard, of  the  Colchester  Asylum  for  Idiots  ; and  Mr.  Millard  will  be  able  to  inform 
us  of  the  treatment  which  has  been  adopted  at  that  institution  in  regard  to  imbe- 
cile children,  and  the  success  which  has  accompanied  the  attempts  gradually  to 
raise  these  helpless  and  interesting  objects  in  the  scale  of  intelligence,  and  which 
in  some  cases  has  even  succeeded  in  rendering  them  useful  members  of  society. 
The  subject  cannot  fail  to  appeal  powerfully  to  our  minds  when  we  consider  the 
number  of  imbecile  children  that  are  to  be  found  in  all  European  communities, 
less,  I am  glad  to  say,  in  Scotland  than  in  many  other  parts  of  Europe  ; but  still 
so  many  are  to  be  found  even  here,  that  it  is  highly  necessary  we  should  exert 
ourselves  and  make  some  preparation  for  their  reception  and  instruction.  We 
are  in  this  respect  behind  other  countries.  From  the  report  which  I hold  in  my 
hand,  it  appears  that  in  Switzerland  a great  deal  has  been  done  for  this  class  of 
the  population,  as  also  in  Germany,  Bavaria,  France,  Denmark,  Prussia,  America, 
and  England.  In  Scotland  also  something  has  been  done,  aud  very  well  done,  by 
Sir  John  Ogilvy  of  Baldovan,  who  has  himself  done  a great  deal  by  establishing, 
with  the  co-operation  of  his  friends,  an  asylum  iu  Dundee  ; and  at  the  late  meeting 
of  the  Social  Science  Association  in  this  city,  there  was  a committee  formed  in 
this  city  in  connexion  with  an  Edinburgh  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing an  institution  of  a similar  nature  to  that  of  Sir  John  Ogilvy’s,  who,  so  far  from 
feeling  any  jealousy,  has  expressed  himself  anxious  to  co-operate  as  far  as  he  cau 
in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  committee.  The  present  state  of  the  matter  is, 
that  the  Edinburgh  Committee  have  already  so  far  succeeded  in  their  operations, 
as  to  have  purchased  ground  near  Larbert,  in  Stirlingshire,  where  they  already 
erected  a portion  of  a building  which  the)'  propose  gradually  to  extend,  and  they 
now  only  await  the  necessary  furniture  aud  other  preparations  prior  to  commenc- 
ing to  receive  idiot  children  for  training,  under  the  direction  and  management  of 
their  efficient  medical  superintendent  Dr.  Brodie,  who  has  conducted  a similar 
institution  near  Edinburgh  for  a number  of  years.  In  connexion  with  the  Edin- 
burgh Committee,  Auxiliary  Societies  have  been  formed  in  Aberdeen,  Perth, 
Stirling,  Kilmarnock,  and  Peebles.  A Committee  has  also  been  named  for  Glas- 
gow ; and  as  you  will  observe,  when  the  list  is  read  over,  it  is  composed  of  some  of 
the  most  influential  and  respectable  gentlemen  amongst  us,  both  clergy  and  laity. 
To  enable  the  institution  at  Larbert  to  be  opened  with  some  spirit,  and  to  insure 
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its  success,  it  will  be  necessary  that  some  funds  should  be  collected  ; and  these,  I 
am  sure,  will  not  be  awanting  in  Glasgow.  We  know  that  when  any  object  of 
benevolence  or  charity  is  laid  before  our  citizens,  they  are  never  awanting  in 
their  contributions,  and  I am  sure,  that  when  other  parts  of  Scotland  are  moving 
in  this  most  benevolent  work,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  as  to  our  doing  our  part 
in  this  good  work.  I may  mention,  that  a meeting  was  held  in  Edinburgh  on 
Monday  last,  and  at  that  meeting  the  Earl  of  Haddington  agreed  to  be  President 
of  the  Society,  both  of  the  Edinburgh  and  also  of  the  Glasgow  Committees.  I 
may  also  mention  ere  sitting  down,  that  a letter  of  apology  has  been  received  from 
Dr.  Craik,  and  that  Dr.  Robertson  of  the  High  Church  is  detained  at  a meeting 
of  Presbytery. 

Mr.  Mi i. lard  then  addressed  the  meeting  as  follows  : — As  superintendent 
of  the  Eastern  Counties  Asylum  for  Idiots,  I naturally  feel  deep  sympathy 
with  the  present  undertaking,  and  have  cheerfully  come,  by  invitation  of 
your  committee,  to  narrate  the  history  and  describe  the  working  of  the  English 
Asylums.  Tt  is  a singular  fact,  that  the  little  streamlet  of  thought  which  first 
set  in  motion  English  minds  and  English  hearts  upon  this  subject,  flowed  from 
Scotland.  An  article  appeared  in  Chambers's  Edinburgh  Journal  in  January 
1847,  containing  an  account  of  the  education  of  idiots,  by  Monsieur  Seguin, 
at  the  Bicetre  in  Paris,  and  another  article  upon  the  same  subject  in  the  following 
month.  These  papers  were  read  by  a lady  in  London  who,  from  affliction  in  her 
family,  had  special  reason  to  be  interested  in  the  subject.  She  was  naturally  led 
to  desire  that  similar  efforts  should  be  put  forth  in  England.  Being  well  known 
to  the  noble  and  large  hearted  Dr.  Reed,  who  had  already  founded  successfully 
three  Orphan  Asylums,  she  brought  the  matter  earnestly  before  his  attention. 
At  first  he  discouraged  her,  stating  that  there  was  no  need  for  au  asylum  for  idiots. 
Undaunted  by  failure  in  the  quarter  where  she  fondly  hoped  for  success,  and 
where  she  afterwards  found  it,  the  lady  applied  to  Mr.  Gervis,  a benevolent 
surgeon  at  Tiverton,  who  heartily  took  up  the  project.  He  wrote  a letter  to  a 
religious  newspaper,  which  was  copied  into  several  periodicals,  and  the  subject 
was  thus  first  brought  before  the  British  public.  The  lady  again  appealed  to  Dr. 
Reed.  He  said  to  her,  “ Go  out  some  morning  and  see  if  you  can  find  any  idiots.” 
She  went  and  found  twenty-eight  in  one  morning,  all  of  them  males.  Dr.  Reed 
then  agreed  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  invited  a few  gentlemen  to 
form  a provisional  committee  for  conference  upon  the  subject.  During  his  summer 
holiday  he  visited  the  continent  with  the  view  of  seeing  what  was  being  done  for 
the  education  of  idiots  abroad,  before  committing  himself  to  the  work  at  home. 
Meanwhile  my  own  attention  had  been  directed  to  the  subject  by  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Gervis.  As  honorary  superintendent  of  three  ragged  schools  in  succession,  I 
had  proved  how  the  heart  could  be  won,  and  the  attention  enchained,  of  those  who 
had  been  previously  untaught,  undisciplined,  and  uncared  for.  An  idiot  boy  was 
in  one  of  those  schools,  and  the  thought  occurred  to  me  that,  if  so  much  could  be 
accomplished  for  the  rough  and  uncultivated  youths  around,  poor  idiots  might 
also,  in  a measure,  be  trained  and  taught.  I communicated  the  idea  to  Mr.  Gay, 
who  was  then  surgeon  of  the  Royal  Free  Hospital,  and  who  is  now  surgeon  of  the 
Great  Northern  Hospital,  as  well  as  consulting  surgeon  of  the  Earlswood  Asylum 
for  Idiots.  He  heartily  encouraged  me,  and  1 determined  to  devote  myself  to  the 
work,  if  opportunity  offered.  When  inquiring  about  some  premises,  I heard  of 
Dr.  Reed’s  preliminary  efforts.  Upon  his  return  from  the  continent  he  and  Dr. 
Carlile  called  upon  me,  inviting  me  to  join  their  provisional  committee.  I accepted 
the  invitation,  and  attended  the  meetings  at  the  King’s  Head  Tavern,  Poultry. 
That  committee  consisted  of  Dr.  Reed,  who  was  the  devoted  Honorary  Secretary 
Dr.  Conolly,  the  highly- esteemed  Physician  for  the  Insane,  C.  Gilpin,  Esq.  M.P.* 
Dr.  Little,  Dr.  Carlile,  the  late  Alderman  Wire,  Messrs.  Gay,  Monk,  King,  and 
myself.  Although  it  was  a period  of  monetary  panic,  yet,  under  the  abie  guidance 
of  Dr.  Reed,  we  decided  to  hold  an  Institutory  Meeting  at  the  London  Tavern 
Bishopsgate  Street,  on  27th  October  11347.  The  Lord  Mayor,  Sir  George  Carroll’ 
took  the  chair ; the  Rev.  Canon  Champneys  said  at  the  meeting,  “ It  may  appear 
wrong  for  man’s  time,  but  it  may  be  right  for  God’s  time,”  and  so  it  proved.  The 
subscription  list  only  reached  to  about  350  guineas,  including  100  guineas  sent  by 
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Sir  Charles  Forbes,  Bart.,  from  his  sick-room  before  the  meeting  broke  up.  On 
the  nest  day  an  office  was  engaged  upon  a rental  of  £60  per  annum,  at  No.  29, 
Poultry,  and  this  has  continued  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  down  to  the  present 
day.  An  election  for  ten  cases  was  declared  for  the  following  January.  Dr.  Reed 
doubted  at  one  time  whether  ten  candidates  would  apply,  but  there  were  twenty- 
three  applicants  ; and  at  the  second  election  in  April,  when  six  more  cases  were  to 
be  elected,  there  were  no  fewer  than  seventy  applicants.  Subscriptions  flowed  in 
freely.  After  considerable  difficulty  to  fiud  suitable  premises,  an  old-fashioned 
nobleman’s  residence  at  Highgate,  called  “Park  House,”  was  taken  at  a rent  of 
£250  per  annum,  upon  a lease  of  eleven  years.  It  was  opened  on  the  2Gth  April 
1848,  and  seventeen  cases  were  admitted  on  the  first  day,  which  number  was 
increased  to  twenty-seven  within  a week.  Cases  were  admitted  upon  payment  as 
well  as  by  election.  The  asylum  was  honoured  with  a visit  by  the  late  lamented 
Prince  Consort,  and  was  twice  visited  by  the  late  Duke  of  Cambridge.  Her  most 
Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen  gave  her  patronage  to  the  charity  at  an  early  period 
of  its  existence,  although  this  is  usually  withheld  until  a building  has  been  erected, 
in  order  to  insure  the  stability  of  an  institution.  The  house  soon  became  full,  and 
larger  accommodation  was  required.  Sir  Morton  Peto  visited  Park  House,  and, 
whilst  observing  the  boys  at  their  drilling,  he  remarked,  “ How  thankful  we  ought 
to  be  that  our  children  are  not  like  these.”  As  a kind  of  thank-offering  he 
offered  to  the  Committee  the  use  of  Essex  Hall,  Colchester  (a  handsome  building 
which  had  cost  in  its  erection  from  £12,000  to  £14,000),  for  which  a rental  of 
£320  per  annum  was  to  be  paid  to  Lady  Peto’s  Trustees,  but  towards  which  sum 
he  agreed  by  a clause  in  the  lease  to  give  an  annual  subscription  of  £200.  He 
purchased  nearly  six  acres  of  land  round  the  building,  at  a cost  of  £1030,  for 
which  no  rent  was  to  be  paid,  and  he  agreed  to  lend  £1000  free  of  interest  for 
five  years,  to  furnish  the  house,  which  sum  he  generously  gave  to  the  institution 
as  a donation  when  taking  the  chair  at  the  Annual  Dinner  about  three  years  after 
he  had  advanced  the  money.  In  the  year  1853  the  foundation  stone  of  the 
capacious  and  beautiful  building  at  Earlswood,  near  Red-hill,  was  laid  by  the  late 
Prince  Consort,  and  about  £10,000  was  laid  upon  the  stone  towards  the  building 
fund.  In  1855  the  new  asylum  was  opened  by  His  Royal  Highness.  The  cases 
were  removed  thither  from  Park  House,  Highgate,  and  ultimately  all  the  cases 
from  Essex  Hall,  Colchester,  which  was  temporarily  closed  in  October  1858. 
There  are  now  about  318  cases  at  the  Earlswood  Asylum,  and  that  institution  is 
in  a flourishing  condition.  The  Board  comprises  men  of  public  spirit — the  Medical 
Superintendent,  Dr.  Down,  is  distinguished  for  his  skill,  the  Matron  for  her 
kindness,  and  the  Secretary  for  his  earnestness.  The  Rev.  Edwin  Sidney  has 
rendered  valuable  help  to  the  cause  by  his  eloquent  advocacy  at  public  meetings 
and  in  other  ways.  It  had  been  recommended  in  the  reports  of  that  asylum,  from 
the  year  1850  downwards,  that  Essex  Hall  should  become  an  Eastern  Counties 
Asylum,  when  the  building  should  be  no  longer  needed  as  a branch  of  Earlswood. 
Various  efforts  were  made  to  effect  this  object,  but  they  were  not  successfully 
carried  out.  Essex  Hall  was  therefore  closed,  and  the  announcement  was 
publicly  advertised  in  the  newspapers  that  the  design  was  abandoned.  Notwith- 
standing these  unfavourable  circumstances,  Dr.  Reed,  one  of  the  honorary  secretaries 
of  the  Earlswood  Asylum,  like  a skilful  general,  rallied  his  forces,  and  succeeded 
in  establishing  Essex  Hall  as  an  Eastern  Counties  Asylum  for  Idiots  and  Imbeciles. 
He  invited  a few  gentlemen  to  meet  him  at  the  Town-hall,  Colchester,  and  they 
agreed  to  join  him  as  trustees  of  the  building.  Sir  Morton  Peto  had  been  offered 
£450  per  annum  for  the  premises,  upon  a lease  of  fourteen  years,  but  was  still 
willing  to  fulfil  his  promise  of  granting  the  use  of  Essex  Hall  for  its  present  pur- 
pose, at  a nett  rental  of  only  £120  per  annum,  after  deducting  his  generous  annual 
subscription.  Captain  Luard,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  took  the  chair  at  a meeting  held 
on  the  1st  February  1859,  when  it  was  definitely  decided,  that  Essex  Hall  should 
be  re-opened  for  the  admission  of  cases  belonging  to  Essex,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  and 
Cambridgeshire  by  election,  and  that  crises  upon  payment  should  be  admitted  from 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  An  invitation  was  sent  to  Sir  Edward  Kerrison,  Bart., 
M.P.,  to  become  permanent  chairman  of  the  institution,  which,  after  some  delibe- 
ration and  correspondence,  was  accepted.  He  is  earnestly  devoted  to  the  cause, 
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and  has  expressed  his  pleasure  at  my  coming  to  Scotland  in  its  behalf.  All  the 
banks  in  the  eastern  counties  agreed  to  receive  subscriptions.  I ublic  meetings 
have  been  held  in  various  towns,  and  local  committees  formed.  Although  Essex 
Hall  has  not  been  re-opened  longer  than  the  1st  July  1859,  our  income  amounts 
to  £2400  per  annum.  We  have  an  investment  fund  of  £2790  consols,  and  ilUUO 
has  been  expended  in  furniture  and  fittings.  At  present  there  are  fifty-five  cases 
in  the  establishment,  which  will  be  increased  to  sixty-five  in  the  course  of  a few 
days.  The  parties  connected  with  Earlswood  were  opposed  to  the  re-openmg  of 
Essex  Hall,  because  they  feared  that  it  would  be  somewhat  injurious  to  that 
asylum  ; but  I rejoice  to  state,  that  their  funds  have  flourished  more  than  ever, 
and  a very  large  proportion  of  the  money  contributed  towards  the  Eastern  Coun- 
ties Asylum  could  only  be  obtained  for  a local  charity.  Both  English  Asylums 
were  thus  started  under  many  difficulties  ; and  though  in  Scotland  you  have  also 
had  obstacles  to  encounter,  yet  I trust  that  the  Scotch  Asylum  for  Imbeciles  will 
equal  in  prosperity  and,  under  the  able  superintendence  of  Dr.  Brodie,  excel  in 
efficiency  the  English  Asylums  of  Earlswood  and  Essex  Hall.  I have  now  to 
speak  of  the  cases  themselves.  It  is  a painful  reflection  that  any  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  should  be  deficient  in  the  use  of  their  reasoning  faculties,  to  be  treated 
with  neglect  by  the  proud,  with  ridicule  by  the  thoughtless,  but  happily,  as  it  is 
this  day,  with  practical  sympathy  by  the  Christian,  the  philanthropist,  and  the 
humane.  Deeply  touching  must  be  the  history  of  many  a parent’s  heart,  whose 
little  one  at  first  showed  brightness  in  the  eye,  liveliness  in  the  cheek,  and  intelli- 
gence in  the  whole  countenance  ; whose  lips  gave  utterance  to  sweet  yet  simple 
words,  which  thrilled  the  mother's  heart  at  the  bursting  melody  of  speech  ; but, 
alas  ! convulsions  supervened,  the  countenance  becomes  dull,  the  eye  puts  on  a 
leaden  cast,  and  the  vocal  organs  cease  to  act.  The  little  one  is  peevish,  weakly, 
passionate  ; music  may  indeed  attract  its  attention  for  a time,  and  new  articles  of 
dress  call  forth  a smile,  but  a fatal  change  has  evidently  taken  place  ; its  appetite 
has  become  voracious,  healthy  employments  have  lost  their  charm,  mischief  con- 
stitutes its  pleasure,  and  wilfulness  its  joy.  Or,  it  may  be,  that  the  child  has  been 
from  birth  afflicted,  and  as  it  grows,  the  parents  are  wearily  waiting  for  the  first 
gleams  of  intelligence,  and  fondly  hope  that  presently  reason  may  dawn,  and  that 
their  child,  though  backward,  may  at  length  become  an  object  of  delight.  The 
opinion  of  the  medical  man  is  asked,  and  the  mournful  fact  is  communicated  to 
the  parents,  that  their  child  is  an  idiot.  I knew  an  instance  in  which  a clergyman 
called  upon  the  late  Sir  Aston  Key  with  his  little  boy,  two  and  a half  years  old, 
and  learnt  for  the  first  time  the  painful  truth,  that  his  child  was  an  idiot.  Cases 
of  idiocy  and  imbecility  are  far  more  common  than  is  generally  supposed,  for  they 
are  kept  out  of  sight  as  far  as  possible,  especially  amongst  the  middle  and  upper 
classes  of  society.  The  father  may  delight  to  speak  of  his  clever  son,  and  the 
mother  of  her  accomplished  daughter,  but  the  imbecility  of  any  member  of  the 
family  is  a subject  too  sacred  to  be  mentioned  except  to  dearest  friends.  Con- 
cealment is  also  sometimes  effected  amongst  the  poorer  classes.  I was  ouce  told 
by  a lady,  that  when  visiting  amongst  the  poor,  she  asked  a mother  whether 
the  boys  and  girls  around  her  constituted  the  whole  of  her  family,  she  replied 
that  she  had  another  girl  who  was  not  fit  to  be  seen.  The  lady  pressed  to  be 
allowed  to  see  that  child,  and  the  mother  at  length  opened  the  door,  saying — 
“ Take  care,  she’ll  fly  at  you.”  The  lady  said — “ Oh,  I am  not  afraid,  poor  little 
thing  and  the  child  shrunk  fearfully  away,  as  the  lady  approached  to  stroke 
her  gently.  Through  that  lady’s  kind  care,  this  poor  child  within  three  months 
took  her  meals  in  an  orderly  manner  with  the  rest  of  the  family,  and  within  two 
years  died  happily  trusting  in  Jesus,  through  the  instruction  received  from  her 
benevolent  visitor,  who  from  that  time  has  felt  the  deepest  interest  in  all  the  efforts 
put  forth  to  teach  poor  idiots  and  imbeciles.  Before  the  English  Asylums 
were  instituted,  Eliza  Cook  beautifully  referred  to  the  teaching  of  idiots,  and  their 
amenableness  to  kind  treatment,  in  the  following  verses  which  appeared  in  her 
journal : - 

“ Out  ! thou  silly  moon-struck  elf  ; 

Back  ! poor  fool,  and  hide  thyself  ! 
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This  is  what  the  wise  ones  say 
Should  the  idiot  cross  their  way  : 

But  if  we  would  closely  mark, 

We  should  see  him  not  all  dark  ; 

We  should  find,  we  must  not  scorn 
The  teaching  of  the  idiot  horn. 

“ He  will  screen  the  newt  and  frog  ; 

He  will  cheer  the  famish’d  dog  ; 

He  will  seek  to  share  his  bread 
With  the  orphan  parish  fed  ; 

He  will  offer  up  his  seat 
To  the  wearied  stranger’s  feet. 

“ Use  him  fairly,  he  will  prove 
How  the  simple  breast  can  love  ; 

He  will  spring  with  infant  glee  < 

To  the  form  he  likes  to  see  : 

Gentle  speech,  or  kindness  done, 

Truly  binds  the  witless  one. 

‘ 1 Art  thou  great  as  man  can  be  ? 

The  same  hand  moulded  him  and  thee  : 

Hast  thou  talent  ? taunt  and  jeer 
Must  not  fall  upon  his  ear  : 

Spurn  him  not,  the  blemished  part 
Had  better  be  the  head  than  heart — 

Thou  wilt  be  the  fool  to  scorn 
The  teaching  of  the  idiot-born.” 

The  cases  vary  greatly  from  the  lowest  type  of  idiocy  to  the  highest  grade  of 
imbecility.  For  the  former  nothing  can  be  done  beyond  providing  them  with  a 
comfortable  home,  which  is  indeed  a valuable  boon  to  confer  upon  these  afflicted 
children  and  their  friends.  For  the  improvable  idiot  and  imbecile  much  can 
happily  be  accomplished.  Each  case  requires  to  be  specially  studied,  and  adapted 
treatment  applied.  The  physical  powers  are  often  weakly,  and  require  to  be 
strengthened.  Gymnastic  exercises  prove  very  valuable,  and  drilling  lessons  are 
extremely  useful  in  training  the  pupils  to  habits  of  order  and  attention.  We  have 
finger  exercises  for  the  pupils  who  are  weak  in  that  respect,  which  is  a frequent 
characteristic  of  imbeciles,  so  that  they  are  often  unable  to  dress  themselves.  We 
have  also  special  speaking  lessons,  which  were  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Duncan,  the 
devoted  medical-officer  of  the  institution  up  to  October  last,  when  he  left  for 
London,  and  which  lessons  were  published  under  the  title  of  “ Essex  Hall  Drill 
and  Speaking  Lessons.”  The  pupils  first  of  all  go  through  movements  with  their 
lips,  tongue-gymnastics  follow,  and  the  various  sounds  are  taught.  Sometimes  we 
begin  with  labial-sounds,  and  sometimes  with  vowel-sounds,  according  to  the  spe- 
ciality of  the  case ; then  follow  additional  sounds,  and  next  the  names  of  some 
articles  shown  to  the  pupils,  such  as  ball,  bat,  &c.  Unwearied  perseverance  is 
required,  and  the  progress  is  extremely  gradual,  but  the  result  is  most  gratifying 
if  we  can  succeed  in  developing  intelligent  though  imperfect  speech.  Singing 
lessons  are  much  liked,  and  prove  very  beneficial.  Elementary  instruction  is 
given,  and  we  do  not  aim  at  anything  beyond,  because  extra  stimulus  has  been 
proved  to  be  hurtful  to  the  feeble  intellect.  Amusements  form  a part  of  (he 
system  of  training,  such  as  cricketing,  the  use  of  foot-ball,  hoops  and  wheel- 
barrows, &e.  A retriever  dog  was  presented  by  the  rector  of  the  parish,  and 
proves  interesting  as  a tame  companion  ; riding  on  a donkey  is  a source  of  plea- 
sure ; the  attention  is  also  pleasingly  excited  by  watching  pheasants,  pigeons, 
rabbits,  and  guinea-pigs,  and  a parrot  adds  to  the  fund  of  amusement.  A magic 
lantern  entertainment  is  given  fortnightly,  which  is  much  enjoyed.  Music  also 
tends  to  enliven  and  benefit  the  pupils.  Several  boys  are  taught  mat-making  and 
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tailoring,  and  some  are  employed  in  gardening  and  household  work.  Several 
girls  learn  to  sew,  and  attend  to  domestic  employment.  Our  aim  is  to  divert  their 
activity  for  mischief  to  the  activity  of  useful  industry.  They  need  much  encou- 
ragement, and  by  kindness  we  gain  their  confidence,  whilst  by  tact  we  guide  their 
wills.  Trained  to  cheerful  obedience,  they  acquire  self-control,  and  become  very 
happy.  The  appliances  of  an  institution  cannot  be  obtained  at  their  homes. 
Parents  may  love  these  afflicted  children  even  to  fondness,  as  is  very  often  the 
case,  and  they  may  be  clever  in  the  management  of  their  other  children,  but  they 
cannot  give  the  time  in  justice  to  their  families,  and  they  cannot  acquire  the 
experience  needed  in  training  aright  the  imbecile  boy  or  girl.  A clergyman’s 
lady  told  me  that  she  found  herself  quite  unable  to  attend  aright  to  her  other 
children  whilst  her  afflicted  boy  was  at  home.  Another  told  me  that  her  medical 
man  strongly  recommended  the  removal  from  home  of  the  imbecile  boy,  as  it 
would  have  an  unfavourable  effect  upon  the  other  children,  to  witness  his  peculiar 
movements.  In  order  to  show  that  these  cases  are  happier  under  proper  control 
in  an  institution,  than  at  their  homes  where  they  are  often  unwisely  indulged,  I 
may  refer  to  the  son  of  an  Archdeacon  who  took  a house  close  to  Park  House, 
Highgate,  in  order  that  his  son  might  be  placed  there  for  a month.  So  doatingly 
fond  was  the  mother  of  her  boy  (who  at  home  would  scream  sadly  and  strike  his 
brothers  and  sisters),  that  she  kept  her  bed  for  two  days,  from  grief  at  parting 
with  him  even  for  so  short  a time.  Just  before  the  end  of  the  month  the  father 
and  brothers  came  to  see  the  boy,  who  had  been  gradually  trained  to  a good 
degree  of  quietude  and  obedience.  He  said  to  his  father,  “ Papa,  I shall  stay  at 
school  all  the  days  of  my  life  and  to  his  brothers,  “ You  may  go  home,  I shall 
stay  here.”  The  mother  said  that  she  would  not  have  him  “ back  for  worlds.” 
A young  man,  the  son  of  a respectable  farmer,  who  has  been  placed  at  Essex  Hall, 
upon  payment,  is  always  anxious  when  the  usual  time  approaches  for  the  money 
to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  is  found  crying  lest  it  should  not  arrive.  When  it  is 
forwarded  by  the  brother,  the  young  man  is  filled  with  joy,  and  says,  “Kind 
brother,  so  good  to  me.  It  would  break  my  heart  to  leave  here.”  Besides 
being  rendered  happy,  several  of  the  pupils  become  very  useful,  and  contribute 
something  towards  their  maintenance.  Our  mats  are  so  good  and  durable  that 
we  generally  have  more  orders  than  we  can  execute,  and  one  of  the  first  uphol- 
sterers of  Colchester  had  the  mat  made  at  Essex  Hall,  to  fit  his  new  shop  front. 
A youth  who  has  had  five  years’  training  at  the  two  asylums  (two  years  at  one 
and  three  years  at  the  other),  is  now  at  Essex  Hall  as  a kind  of  apprentice,  and 
is  capable  of  executing  tailoring  work  equal  to  seven  shillings  per  week.  Without 
suitable  training  he  would  in  all  probability  have  been  a useless  member  of  society, 
whereas  now  he  will  be  able,  I trust,  to  do  sufficient  work  to  earn  his  own  main- 
tenance. A youth  who  was  at  Essex  Hall  for  about  three  years,  and  has  for  the 
last  six  years  been  at  Earlswood,  gradually  acquired  such  skill  in  drawing  that 
his  drawings  have  sold  readily  for  a guinea  each.  He  has  also  become  very 
useful  as  a carpenter.  But  there  is  still  some  weakness  of  judgment  which 
showed  itself  a few  years  since  in  the  idea  that  remuneration  should'be  calculated 
by  the  number  of  payments  rather  than  by  the  amount  paid.  He  was  therefore 
jealous  that  work  people  received  their  wages  weekly,  whereas  he  only  received  his 
allowance  of  £5  per  annum  quarterly.  The  board  kindly  agreed  to  give  him  2s. 
per  week,  so  that  he  was  4s.  better  off  at  the  end  of  the  year,  through  mentioning 
his  strange  notion.  Probably  almost  all  cases  will  require  guidance  through  life 
by  their  friends,  but  if  in  an  institution  they  can  be  taught  and  trained  to  useful 
industry  in  such  a way  as  to  earn  enough  for  their  livelihood,  a great  blessing  is 
indeed  conferred  upon  the  cases  as  well  as  upon  society  at  large.  Who  can  tell 
but  that  a good  proportion  of  adult  pauper  idiots  might  have  been  trained  to 
usefulness,  if  placed  when  young  in  an  institution  for  the  purpose  ? The  eccen- 
tricity of  some  of  the  cases  is  often  very  striking,  and  deserves  mention.  One 
young  man  at  Essex  Hall  uses  very  singular  expressions.  When  asked  how  he 
was  one  day,  he  replied,  “ Much  more  better  than  I have  been  for  some  time  to 
come.”  Lately  he  came  to  mo  to  inform  me  that  the  coals  were  getting  “ some 
what  too  babyish,”  meaning  that  the  large  coals  lmd  been  used  and  that  only  small 
ones  remained.  Another  point  specially  deserving  of  notice  is  their  susceptibility 
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to  religious  impressions,  of  which  I could  give  you  many  interesting  illustrations 
if  time  allowed.  Upon  one  occasion  a boy,  hearing  the  name  of  God  mentioned, 
said  spontaneously,  “ I like  Him.”  At  another  time  he  looked  up  at  the  moon 
which  was  shining  brightly,  and  said,  “ How  kind  of  God  to  hang  out  the  moon  to 
give  us  light ; I’ll  tell  Him  so  when  I get  to  heaven.”  On  a Sunday  afternoon  the 
attendant  closed  his  eyes  as  though  asleep,  and  listened  to  the  conversation  of  the 
boys.  One  boy  addressed  another  with  the  question,  “ Arthur,  will  there  be  any 
beds  iu  heaven  1”  The  other,  after  the  lapse  of  a minute  or  two,  gave  the  beautiful 
reply,  “ No,  Freddy,  we  shan’t  want  to  go  to  sleep  there.”  He  then  added  “ We 
shall  have  harps  to  play,  and  crowns  upon  our  heads.”  The  other  replied,  “ Shan’t 
we  look  smart  1”  I rejoice  that  the  matter  has  been  taken  up  in  Scotland. 
Already  sometiiing  has  been  done  at  Baldovan  and  at  Dr.  Brodie’s  establishment, 
and  now  the  signs  are  encouraging  for  the  new  institution.  With  the  presidency 
of  Lord  Haddington  at  the  Edinburgh  meeting,  and  of  W.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  M.P., 
at  the  Glasgow  meeting ; with  the  expressed  sympathy  of  the  Lunacy  Commis- 
sioners ; with  the  medical  sanction  of  Professor  Laycock,  Dr.  MUntosli,  and  other 
medical  men  ; with  the  powerful  advocacy  of  Dr.  Guthrie,  Dr.  Robson,  and  other 
noted  ministers ; with  the  extremely  valuable  help  of  the  ladies,  the  assistance  of 
influential  committees,  the  proposed  asylum  will,  with  the  help  of  a kind  provi- 
dence, assuredly  prosper.  In  Peeblesshire,  I hear  that  £300  has  been  raised  ; at 
Kilmarnock  eighteen  ministers  have  met  the  Ladies’  Committee  and  encouraged 
them  in  their  work ; whilst  at  Perth  and  Stirling  local  committees  have  been 
formed.  There  is  a magnetic  power  iu  the  work,  and  all  who  enter  upon  it  with 
earnestness  will  assuredly  proceed.  The  visiting  medical  man  who  attended  the 
first  English  Asylum,  when  it  was  opened  in  1848,  became  so  fond  of  the  engage- 
ment, that  he  suffered  from  an  attack  of  jaundice  for  grief  at  not  being  appointed 
resident  medical-superintendent.  The  medical-officers  at  Colchester  have  felt 
deep  interest  in  the  work  ; the  chairman,  Sir  C.  Rowley,  and  the  members  of  the 
Essex  Hall  House  Committee,  are  devoted  to  the  cause,  and  the  parties  engaged 
in  the  establishment  heartily  perform  their  arduous  duties.  I know  full  well  that 
the  friends  in  Scotland  will  also  become  attached  to  this  interesting  sphere  of 
practical  benevolence.  Gratitude  for  the  use  of  our  reasoning  faculties  prompts 
to  their  exercise  on  behalf  of  those  not  similarly  favoured.  The  Saviour  teaches 
us  to  do  to  others  as  we  would  have  them  do  to  us,  and  we  should  therefore  act 
towards  idiots  and  imbeciles  as  we  would  wish  them  to  act  towards  us,  supposing 
that  they  were  the  intelligent,  and  ourselves  the  idotic  and  imbecile.  Jesus  said 
to  the  father  of  the  lunatic  child,  “ Bring  him  unto  me;  ” and  now  by  His  provi- 
dence He  seems  to  say  to  the  Christian  public,  with  reference  to  poor  imbeciles 
who  need  suitable  training  and  religious  instruction,  “ Bring  them  unto  me.” 
You  will  find  the  reward  in  your  own  bosoms,  as  well  as  in  the  gratitude  of 
these  afflicted  ones  and  their  parents  ; and  at  the  last  great  day  these  imbeciles, 
hereafter  to  be  received  into  the  new  asylum,  will  be  included  in  the  final  thrilling 
sentence,  “ Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  to  the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done 
it  unto  me.” 

Dr.  Robson,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Dr.  Robertson  of  the  High  Church, 
who  was  to  have  proposed  the  first  resolution,  said — I have  great  pleasure  in 
moving— “That  this  meeting  fully  sympathize  with  the  condition  of  imbecile 
children,  and  commends  the  efforts  now  being  made  for  the  amelioration 
and  improvement  of  the  condition  of  these  afflicted  ones.”  In  supporting  the  reso- 
lution, he  said— I do  not  think  that  it  would  be  wise  in  me  to  occupy  your  time  with 
any  lengthened  address,  particularly  after  the  most  touching  appeal  to  which  we 
have  just  listened.  After  Mr.  Millard’s  noble  advocacy  of  this  resolution,  any- 
thing that  I can  say  would  only  take  off  from  the  effect,  which,  I feel  persuaded, 
has  been  made  upon  all  our  minds.  The  first  part  of  the  resolution  declares  that 
we  sympathize  with  the  condition  of  imbecile  children.  I am  sure  it  is  needless 
for  me  to  say  anything  about  that.  We  all  sympathize  with  those  helpless  objects. 
Mr.  Millard,  in  the  course  of  his  address,  made  allusion  to  the  affection  of  mothers 
for  such  children,  and  to  their  grief  at  parting  with  them.  This  is  only  natural. 
It  is  a wise  arrangement  of  Providence,  that  if  a member  of  a family  be  ill,  or  is 
in  distress,  whether  bodily  or  mental,  how  the  sympathies  of  that  family  gather 
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round  that  individual  member  of  it.  If  one  is  suffering, — it  may  be  seriously  ill, 
and  life  itself  may  be  uncertain, — how  earnest  are  the  inquiries  that  are  made  as 
to  the  state  of  that  one  sufferer.  And  are  we  not  all  members  of  one  family  ; has 
not  the  hand  of  the  one  God  created  us  all ; and  are  we  not  as  members  of  the 
great  human  family  called  upon  to  sympathize  with  those  members  of  the  family 
who  are  in  the  deplorable  condition  of  imbeciles  ? Does  it  not  become  us  to  direct 
our  sympathies  more  earnestly  towards  them,  to  seek  to  be  more  instrumental  in 
alleviating  those  evils  to  which  they  are  exposed  ? Many  of  you  must  have 
noticed  these  hapless  children,  how  excitable  they  are,  and  how  strong  their 
passions  are  when  excited.  If  they  are  left  to  go  about  the  street  boys  thought- 
lessly seek  to  torment  them,  and  try  to  extract  amusement  from  their  helpless- 
ness. Does  not  this  show  how  desirable  it  is  that  they  should  be  placed  under 
proper  management  and  control  1 If  such  children  are  left  without  any  more 
control  than  is  to  be  found  at  home,  their  life  is  a scene  of  continuous  misery 
and  suffering ; whereas,  if  they  are  placed  in  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
might  be  by  becoming  inmates  of  such  institutions  as  that  proposed,  their  life 
comes  to  be  one  of  comparative  enjoyment  and  free  from  trouble.  And  that  we 
may  be  instrumental  in  ministering  to  their  happiness  ought  to  be  felt  by  us  as  a 
reason  why  we  should  take  a deep  interest  in  such  institutions  as  these.  There 
you  can,  by  the  power  of  external  circumstances,  make  them  happier,  and  change 
even  the  expression  of  their  features;  for  I suppose  even  the  countenances  of 
these  children  change  when  brought  under  kindly  management.  Draw  out  their 
affections,  and  you  will  do  much  to  increase  their  happiness,  and  raise  them  so  far 
in  the  scale  of  intellect.  The  appeal  which  has  been  made  to  all  classes  in  Mr. 
Millard’s  address,  must  go  to  all  our  hearts.  They  need  our  help,  and  it  is  good 
to  help  the  helpless.  If  we  can  in  any  way  alleviate  their  sufferings  here,  if  we 
can  minister  to  their  comfort,  and  draw  forth  their  affection  towards  the  Saviour, 
whose  kindness  and  tenderness  we  should  imitate  in  our  dealings  with  them,  we 
may  meet  them  with  joy  at  that  great  day  when  there  shall  be  no  cloud  over  their 
intellect,  and  they  and  we  shall  rejoice  for  ever  together  in  the  presence  of  him 
who  has  saved  us  both  from  the  very  depths  of  misery,  and  lifted  us  to  the  highest 
and  purest  joy  of  which  our  nature  is  susceptible. 

Dr.  Joshua  Patehson  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Flindt  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : — “That 
the  meeting  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  the  speedy  opening  of  the  first  portion  of 
the  National  Institution,  which  is  now  in  course  of  erection  at  Larbert,  for  the 
training  and  educating  of  imbeciles,  and  commends  this  humane  object  to  the 
liberality  and  support  which  it  so  pre-eminently  deserves.”  In  supporting  the 
motion,  he  said,  I hope  that  you  will  keep  both  the  Secretary  and  the  Treasurer 
busily  engaged  in  receiving  subscriptions.  I know  your  hands  are  very  full  at 
present  with  different  charitable  objects  in  which  you  are  already  engaged,  still  I 
believe  that  this  institution  should  have  a place  in  your  sympathy  and  in  your 
prayers,  because  as  you  look  around  your  own  families  and  see  how  God  in  his 
infinite  mercy  has  granted  them  health  and  strength,  I am  sure  you  will  feel  that 
you  should  in  some  way  or  other  seek  to  give  Him  earnest  praise  for  his  great 
love  and  kindness ; and  I know  no  better  way  of  expressing  our  gratitude  than  by 
holding  out  a helping  hand  to  those  less  favoured  than  ourselves.  I do  hope  you 
will  cheer  the  Secretary’s  heart  by  your  subscriptions,  and  that  you  will  throw 
yourselves  earnestly  into  this  work  ; and  certain  1 am,  that  if  you  only  set  yourself 
earnestly  to  the  task,  the  institution  will  be  opened  under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Paton  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  then  put  to  the  meeting 
and  unanimously  agreed  to.  b 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Loiiimer  moved,  that  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  as  a 
committee  for  Glasgow— (See  page  3)  ; and  that  the  meeting  recommends  the 
formation  of  a Ladies’  Auxiliary  Committee  in  this  city,  and  is  of  opinion  that  the 
object  only  requires  to  bo  known  to  secure  the  cordial  support  of  the  ladies  of 
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Glasgow.  Tn  supporting  the  resolution,  he  said— I trust  that  Scotland  will  not 
be  far  behind,  though  it  has  been  rather  late  in  starting.  I hope  that  this  will 
only  cause  us  to  make  more  strenuous  efforts  in  this  great  and  self-denying 
work.  In  many  respects  the  result  will  be  beneficial,  not  only  for  the  present 
generation  but  for  generations  to  come.  The  last  suggestion  in  my  motion  in 
regal’d  to  the  ladies’  influence,  I quite  agree  with.  I know  how  much  we  are 
indebted  in  all  our  undertakings  to  our  female  agents’  help  and  prayers,  and  I 
have  therefore  no  hesitation  whatever  in  making  the  addendum  to  the  motion 
which  I now  beg  to  propose. 

Mr.  Coats  of  Paisley  in  a few  remarks  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Dr.  M'Intosh  proposed,  that  the  meeting  award  a cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Millard  for  his  very  interesting  statement.  The  motion  was  at  once  responded 
to  by  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Millard,  in  replying  after  expressing  his  thanks,  said — Perhaps  I ought 
to  have  said  something  about  the  numbers  of  these  imbecile  children,  which  are 
far  greater  than  is  generally  supposed.  I saw  this  morning  a statement  in  one  of 
the  newspapers,  in  regard  to  a report  from  an  inspector  of  the  poor,  which  stated, 
that  on  the  out-door  roll  there  were  twenty-seven  weak-minded  or  fatuous  persons. 
The  inspector  does  not  say  how  many  are  on  the  in-door  roll,  but  even  these 
twenty-seven  form  nearly  one  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  out  door  paupers  in 
that  parish.  Now  I don’t  suppose  that  this  is  an  exceptional  case,  and  if  you 
consider  how  many  paupers  there  are  in  the  kingdom,  and  reflect  that  idiots  and 
imbeciles  are  not  confined  to  that  class  of  society,  but  are  pretty  equally  spread 
through  all  classes,  and  remember  also,  that  the  paupers  form  only  a small  portion 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  then  you  will  see  at  once  how  great  must  be  the 
numbers  of  these  unfortunate  children.  It  is  true  we  do  not  see  them  all,  for  the 
rich  and  all  who  are  able  keep  them  out  of  sight.  I am  glad  to  see  that  this 
matter  is  now  fairly  launched  forth  in  Scotland,  and  I can  only  add,  in  conclusion, 
that  I shall  be  happy  to  do  anything  I can  to  help  the  cause. 

Dr.  Scott  Orr  then  moved  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  which  was  carried 
by  acclamation,  after  which  the  benediction  was  pronounced,  and  the  meeting 
separated. 


